Dance Ireland
Annual Report

2016

Contents
3 Chairperson Welcome
5 Introduction
6 Engagement Process
8 Training Programme
10 Development Programme
12 Opportunities
14 Events
16 Access & Participation
18 Support to Members

1

Chairperson
Welcome
2016 was an exciting year of engagement for Dance Ireland.
It was a year that started with a series of very intense discussions by
the board and the executive, to look at the needs and concerns of our
members and the sector today.
The process really caught fire with one of the largest and most important
gatherings for our community in early March. We were delighted with
the large number of artists who attended plus the quality of engagement
from everyone present, and also from the number of written submissions
from those who unfortunately couldn’t attend.
It was such an important event and it was wonderful to see the passion
and the commitment for dance in Ireland. We heard your views and
shared in the stories of achievement and concerns.
We listened to how together, we could work to ensure that Dance
Ireland would be able to support our members in new and continuing
ways. Throughout the year we rolled out new initiatives, new models of
communication and sought to implement some changes in the building
and the way in which we support the community, all captured here in our
annual report.
There has been such renewed energy and vigour in the organisation and
DanceHouse as a result of our engagement process. We will continue to
host new opportunities to gather, share and connect, so that together we
can make dance in Ireland more relevant and more visible than ever.

Anne Maher
Chairperson
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Introduction

Dance Ireland is the national
resource for dance. Working
on behalf of our members and
the sector, we:
• provide support and practical resources for dancers and choreographers;
• work towards developing a sustainable dance sector in Ireland;
• lead, represent and advocate;
• enhance public awareness of and involvement in dance at all levels.

2016 marked 10 years of Dance Ireland managing DanceHouse
on license from Dublin City Council. Maintaining our commitment
to an inclusive combination operating model, we recorded
37,000 attendances throughout the year, for a diverse range
of professional and participatory dance activity, seminars,
exhibitions and special events.
We remain committed to supporting all forms of dance equally
and dance artists at all stages of their career, from young and
emerging to mid-career and established, whether working
independently, collectively, collaboratively or as a company.
2016 kicked off in spectacular fashion with the premiere and tour
of Lïnger (Dance Ireland Commission Award), choreographed by
Breandán de Gallaí. The Dance Ireland Commission Award was a
legacy fundraiser of DI 21, presented in partnership with Dance
Ireland, Dance Limerick, Firkin Crane Cork, and Project Arts
Centre, Dublin.
Over the past 10 years the organisation has grown. Faithful to our
founding principles, we work to maintain a balance between our
DanceHouse responsibilities and our national remit through our
commitment to partnerships and collaborations locally, nationally
and internationally.

Several new initiatives were introduced and others consolidated
in 2016 including Healthier Dancer Programme, Space to
Create, Mentored Residency Support Awards, New Movements,
Residencies, HATCH and Associate Artist programmes. In a new
development, we awarded scholarships to artists to participate
in Galway Dance Days, Light Moves Festival of Screendance and
Tipperary Dance Platform.
We secured support from Erasmus+ for an international
research project: 360° - Building Strategies for Communication
in Contemporary Dance, which aims to bridge a gap identified
transnationally, in the ability of dance artists to communicate
their work effectively to a wide range of stakeholders. Building on
previous international collaborations, this partnership involves
Dance Ireland working with K3 – Zentrum fur Choreographie,
Hamburg; Centro per la Scena Contemporanea Bassano del
Grappa; Dansateliers, Rotterdam; La Briqueterie Paris; CDC du
Val-de-Marne, Vitry-sur-Seine and Hrvatski Institut za Pokret i
Ples, Zagreb.
Our Access and Participation activities also grew, to include
Monto Picnic, Dance & Health Seminar, partnerships with the
Big Bang Festival of Rhythm, Dance Days @ Electric Picnic, and
Moving On Exhibition.
And most importantly, we continued to work with our members,
the sector and the public whose backing ensure our success in
nurturing a diverse range of dance activity in Ireland today.
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Engagement
Process
06 March Community Dance Gathering
Consultation, Discussion and Reception
04 September Members’ Meeting and Reception
09 December Dance Ireland Survey Findings to Date
Report and Discussion

Our Engagement in Numbers
2014

2015

2016

Training

1,779

1,862

2,700*

Morning class

1,324

1,645

1,040

953

1,228

1,750

4,577

4,508

4,646*

Day

22,863

23,115

22,487*

Evening

15,412

14,293

15,086

Artistic Programme Reach

Audience
Access and Participation

2016 was an important year in our development. Our engagement
process provided an opportunity for insightful dialogue and reflection.
It was an opportunity to re-ignite conversations with members,
stakeholders and the sector, looking at a broad range of issues,
including how we operate, sustainability, needs, interests and relevance.

Engagement in DanceHouse

The engagement process commenced with a gathering in March and
concluded with The Dance Ireland Research Report, commissioned
from Madeline Boughton, supported by a Working Group, comprising
directors Anne Maher, Maria Nilsson Waller, Michelle Cahill and Aoife
Courtney and executive Paul Johnson, Eve Lalor and Hazel Hodgins.

Culture Night

113

100

172

Taster Classes

198

286

166

62

73

80

The planning and initial phases of the engagement process was
supported and facilitated by Susan Coughlan, who worked with the
board, executive and members.

Online Interaction
Website

128,691

90,182

109,480

Facebook

4,350

5,123

6,420

Twitter

2,470

2,736

3,154

E-news

2,974

2,672

2,867

The purpose of the engagement process and research is to better
understand the needs of Dance Ireland and our members, which in turn
will inform the role of the organisation into the future; and to provide
us with an up-to-date evidence base upon which to better inform the
organisation’s ongoing advocacy and representative role.
We value our members and stakeholders, and take this opportunity
to thank everyone who participated in our engagement process and
survey.

Winging It

* Note: A new sign in system was introduced in April 2016 which reflected the number of unique visitors into
the building vs repeat visits in a single day. It can be concluded that 2016 figures would be significantly greater
than previous years if the former system of recording were kept.

The Executive Summary is available from our website.
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Training
Programme
Providing opportunities for dancers to
maintain their practice is at the core of our
programme. In 2016 we provided 42 weeks
of classes, workshops and masterclasses,
recording 1,040 attendances.
Our training programme is open to all suitably qualified dancers (members and
non-members). We employ experienced national and international teachers
to teach in week-long blocks, alternating between ballet, contemporary dance
genres and complementary practices.

2016 Morning
Class Teachers

Workshops and
masterclasses
Other workshops
programmed
throughout the year

Richard d’Alton, Muirne Bloomer (IMDT), Ella Clarke, Kate Gandara,
Rob Heaslip, Jessica Kennedy, Megan Kennedy, Martin Lindinger (Ballet
Ireland), Laura Macken, Mónica Muñoz Marín, Laura Murphy, Katrin Neue,
Ursula Robb, Ryan O’Neill (IMDT), Kevin Coquelard (IMDT), Lisa Tyrell,
Catherine Young, Maria Nilsson Waller, Justine Copper, International
guest teachers: Toni Bravo (Mexico), Margi Cole (USA), Cristina Planas
Leitão (Portugal), Martina Nevistic (Croatia), Meagan O’Shea (Canada).
In May, we partnered with Dublin Dance Festival on masterclasses at
DanceHouse with festival artists: Patricia Apergi, Euripides Laskaridis,
Aoife McAtamney, Kidd Pivot and Kara Wilkes (LINES Ballet).

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Composition led by Margi Cole
Contact Improvisation and Jam led by Margi Cole
Dance Film-making Masterclass with Mary Wycherley
Masterclasses led by teachers from Fontys Dance
Academy, Netherlands
Alexander Technique with Philip T. Johnston
Dance for Parkinson’s Workshop by David Leventhal, Programme
Director Dance for PD®, NYC
Sean Nós as part of the Big Bang Festival
Indian Rhythms as part of the Big Bang Festival
Big Bang Festival Workshops and Performance led by 			
Catherine Young
Ethio-Modern Dance with RAS Mickey Courtney
Contemplative Dance with Bernadette Divilly
Choreological Studies with Laura Murphy
Moving Thoughts with international guest Dani Brown
Dance Dramaturgy Lab led by Merel Heering
Leading a New Groove – Environment, Awareness & 			
Performance Lab with Merel Heering and Sinéad O’Connor

Dance Ireland
Evening Classes

DanceHouse Studio
Rentals

DanceHouse is home to a range of evening classes for beginners,
intermediate and advanced students, with an average of 37 classes
per week in 20 different forms of dance, over 36 weeks per year.

Committed to our combination operating model, we rely on our
ability to rent studios at DanceHouse. The income generated from
rentals contributes to our ongoing operating costs and ensures that
the best practice standards are maintained in DanceHouse.

The evening class programme attracts a large number of participants
from Dublin and beyond. With over 15,000 attendances in 2016, this
is a strong testimony that dance is very much present in the lives of
many in Ireland.
We rely on income from studio rentals from independent teachers to
ensure we maintain the highest operational standards. This allows us
to provide employment opportunities for teachers and the sector.
We widely promote classes through flyers and online media,
highlighting access to high quality dance classes in a purpose built
space for dance for the general public to experience and enjoy.
To further support the evening class programme, we host, in
partnership with class teachers, Free Taster Evenings and Culture
Night events.
New additions in 2016 included Swing Dance, Lindy Hop and Street
Jazz. To complement the evening classes on offer, we provided
introductory and beginner classes in contemporary dance (led
by Dagmara Jerzak, Kevin Murphy and Jessie Keenan); tap dance
(Jessica Peel-Yates) and hip-hop (Olwyn Lyons).

All studios in DanceHouse are available to rent. DanceHouse has six
studios of varying sizes suitable for rehearsals, classes, auditions,
exams, workshops, film and photography shoots, presentations,
special events and corporate events.

Creation Studio
(Studio 4)
The Creation Studio continues to support a range of work at
vital stages of development. In addition to hosting theatre and
music rehearsals, we supported Embodied, Liz Roche Company
(Time Over Distance Over Time), Katherine O’Malley (BIAS), The
Casement Project (Butterflies and Bones), Ballet Ireland (Giselle)
and HATCH recipient Rob Heaslip, among others.

…I attended the Dramaturgy Workshop at
DanceHouse with Merel Heering. If you have
the opportunity, I highly recommend you take
a workshop with Merel. I believe it will shift
the way you read and construct your work in a
very positive and meaningful way…
Mihaela Griveva
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Development
Our Development Programme supports the needs of dance artists, by
offering practical supports and resources, mentorship opportunities,
information and advice, platforms and networking opportunities.

Associate Artist
The Associate Artist award is a €10,000 cash award which is
supplemented by studio time, administrative supports, advice
and networking opportunities. We work with each artist on their
self-devised programme.
The 2016/17 Associate Artist, Liam Scanlon, was selected from
an Open Call which was targeted at dance artists working in
traditional dance. We received four proposals and met with each
artist as part of our selection process. The panel comprised
Anne Maher (Chairperson, Dance Ireland), Dr Orfhlaith Ní Bhriain
(University of Limerick) and Hazel Hodgins (Programme Manager,
Dance Ireland).
This is a key opportunity to begin to cross some of the barriers
that have been a challenge to my progress as an artist and allow
me to realise my vision as a choreographer at this critical stage of
my career. Liam Scanlon
We continue working with Associate Artists Aoife McAtamney,
Philip Connaughton, Emma Martin, Liv O’Donoghue, Maria
Nilsson Waller, Catherine Young and Patricia Crosbie through
the provision of general supports, including acting as contract
guarantors for international touring, offering cash-flow facilities
and administration services, as required.
The Associate Artist Programme enabled me to create and
work without the normal constraints placed on creative artists,
namely studio time and finance. It provided employment for the
dancers I worked with and gave me an invaluable insight into
the administrative aspects of creating a work. As it becomes
increasingly difficult to get funding for ballet-based works, Dance
Ireland gave me this unique opportunity to develop and create in
a supportive environment. Patricia Crosbie
2016 saw Ultima Thule, the work I began researching during
my year as Associate Artist, come to fruition. I am very grateful
to Dance Ireland for its on-going support enabling this work
take its journey from ideas and incubation phase through to
the stage. Being an Associate Artist I feel has also enabled me
secure additional supports including The UK Bench fellowship for
2016/17. Catherine Young
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International
Associate Artists
This is a curated programme which enables us to work with
international dance artists with a connection to Dance Ireland to
work for concentrated periods of time in DanceHouse on a selfdesigned programme of research. International Associate Artists
also teach and share their process:
Margi Cole, American artistic director, teacher and
choreographer of The Dance COLEctive, Chicago, was in residence
in January. Margi taught morning classes, improvisation and
composition workshops and led on a number of ‘Brown Bag
Lunches’ for young dance artists.
Cristina Planas Leitão, Portuguese teacher and choreographer,
based in The Netherlands, was in residence with her dancers in
February, working on new material. Cristina taught morning class
based on Low Flying Technique principles.
Martina Nevistiç, Croatian performer, choreographer, teacher
and founder of O.N.E. Art Company was in residence in May to
work on material towards the creation of a new work. Martina
taught one week of morning class.
Dani Brown, German artist, and long-time collaborator and
dancer with choreographer Alexandra Waierstall, presented
material from (T)here and After prior to its premiere at Tanzhaus
nrw, Düsseldorf. Dani led a workshop and presented on her own
practice and on Alexandra’s previous work A city seeking its
bodies (developed partly in DanceHouse in 2015) as part of a New
Movements showing in October.

Dance Ireland Residency
Programme
We award residencies, subject to availability and on a first-come,
first-served basis. We aim to accommodate as many requests as
possible. In addition we are open to partnership arrangements
with artists in receipt of funding. In order to maintain a coherent
and transparent system, all residency applications are managed
internally, using our application form. Ranging from a few
days to a maximum of four weeks, we awarded residencies at
DanceHouse in 2016 to:
Ambra Bergamasco
Croí Glan Integrated Dance 		
			Company
Michelle Cahill		
Margi Cole
Fearghus Ó Conchúir
Philip Connaughton
Justine Cooper 		
Patricia Crosbie
Sibéal Davitt 		
Helga Deasy
Siobhán Ní Dhuinnín
Bernadette Divilly
Oona Doherty 		
Liv O’Donoghue
Laura Sarah Dowdall
Dublin Youth Dance Company
Stephanie Dufresne		
Breandán De Gallaí
Karen Gleeson		
Deirdre Griffin
Vivian Brody Hayes		
Liadain Herriot
Rory Hughes 		
Liz Roche Company
Jessie Keenan 		
Alba Lorca
Olwyn Lyons		
Aoife McAtamney
Aisling McCormick 		
Emma Meehan/Live Archive
Mónica Muñoz Marín
Laura Murphy & Rob Heaslip
Mary Nugent		
Cathy O’Kennedy
Meagan O Shea		
Lauren Speirs
Maria Nilsson Waller
Catherine Young
Katherine O’Malley 		
John Scott Dance

Dance Ireland and Tyrone Guthrie
Centre at Annaghmakerrig Residency
September
For the third year, we partnered with the Tyrone Guthrie Centre on
a two-week residential residency awarded to Laura Sarah Dowdall
working with collaborators, Janie Doherty (NI) and Walei Sabry (Egypt/
USA). This initiative aims to support the development of new dance
work.
In response to an Open Call, we received four applications. The selection
panel comprised Paul Johnson, Dance Ireland and Maureen Kennelly,
Tyrone Guthrie Centre.

Dance Ireland Mentored Residency
Support Awards
These awards are offered to dance makers to undertake self-directed
mentoring opportunities. Each award consists of a 2-week studio
residency at DanceHouse and financial assistance toward the cost
of working with a mentor and collaborators. In 2016, we encouraged
applications from artists working in all genres of dance. In response to
our Open Call, we received 9 applications: one in ballet; one in Irish/
aerial dance and seven in contemporary dance.
The selection panel, which comprised of board and executive
members, Maria Nilsson Waller, Michelle Cahill and Hazel Hodgins,
made four awards:

We provided, as a development partner, 52 days of residency
space for Embodied @ the GPO, a Dublin Dance Festival and GPO
Witness History Commission. Curator Liz Roche.

•
•
•

I have hugely benefitted from Dance Ireland’s residency
programme. It is a hugely useful resource that gives artists the
critical time and space to think and create without pressure.
I hope that it can continue to support artists for years to come.
Liv O’Donoghue, Associate Artist

•

Anna Kaszuba (mentor Nacera Belaza) was awarded €2000.
Rachel Sheil (mentor Mary Nunan) was awarded €1362.
Laura Sarah Dowdall (mentor Tom Pritchard) was awarded
€2000.
Mónica Muñoz Marín (mentor Finola Cronin) was awarded
€1900.

My experience during my mentored residency with Mary Nunan
was invaluable. I received excellent facilities, financial support and
the space and time to delve deeply into my creative process with
an esteemed mentor and teacher. The residency was intense and
exhausting but because of the support I felt from the staff at Dance
Ireland I was able to work hard without distraction and develop my
own solo and ensemble choreographic practice. For a recent graduate
and emerging choreographer, this was a perfect stepping stone to
question and refine my own methods.
Rachel Sheil
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Opportunities
We continue to connect and collaborate through
partnerships locally, nationally and internationally to
provide opportunities for our members to present work,
develop new skills and connect with others in the sector.
New Movements

HATCH

New Movements is a showcase opportunity to present work ‘fresh
from the studio’, followed by an audience Q&A.

07 November to 02 December

We hosted 18 sharings:
21 Jan		
Lauren Speirs (Mentored Residency Support
		Award)
29 Jan		
Helga Deasy
19 Feb		
Stephanie Dufresne (Mentored Residency
		Support Award)
29 Feb		
Croí Glan Integrated Dance (Choreographer
		David Bolger)
04 Mar		
Mary Nugent (Mentored Residency Support
		Award)
12 May		
Alba Lorca
27 May		
John Scott Dance Heroes
03 Jun		
Jessie Keenan, Robbie Blake, Ciara McKeown
		
& collaborators
17 Jun 		
Patricia Crosbie, Associate Artist (2pm and
		6.30pm)
27 Aug		
Step Up: Dance Project Snapshot
28 Sep		
Meagan O’Shea
29 Oct		
Dani Brown (Alexandra Waierstall)
17 Nov		
Rob Heaslip & collaborators (HATCH)
01 Dec		
Laura Sarah Dowdall
New in 2016, a New Movements Summer Series took place on
Thursday evenings throughout the summer with the specific aim
of helping develop, through practice, a set of New Movements
Guidelines to help artists get the most out of both their audience
and the experience of this early sharing opportunity:
07 Jul		
28 Jul		
11 Aug		
25 Aug		
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Lauren Speirs
Maria Nilsson Waller
Mary Nugent
Bernadette Divilly

Awarded to choreographer Rob Heaslip, to incubate new work
with collaborators Monica Muñoz Marín, Robbie Blake, Maria
Nilsson Waller, Marion Cronin, Michele O’Rourke, Rob Bridger and
composer Ross Whyte.
HATCH is an incubation opportunity for dance maker(s)
to focus on seeding a new work. This fully-resourced fourweek development process in our Creation Studio is aimed
at established, mid-career dance artists. HATCH creates the
conditions for artists and their collaborators to be valued and paid
from the very beginning of the process.
HATCH provided much valued time and space. As artists we
all appreciate the need to take time to explore and discover,
without the pressure of outside forces. During my time I was able
to set aside time and just be present in the studio with my fellow
performers to make art. The simplicity of HATCH is its greatest
strength. As an artist who does not reside in Dublin, the time
also allowed me to meet and get to know other artists and sector
colleagues. It provided me the time to be present in such a vibrant
city with such an incredible performance sector.
Rob Heaslip

Professional Development
Scholarships
We awarded scholarships to attend Corp_Real / Galway Dance
Days (Lucia Kickham, Vivian Brody Hayes, Mónica Muñoz Marín);
Light Moves Festival of Screendance Labs as part of Light Moves
Festival of Screendance (Megan Kennedy, Janna Kemperman,
Sarah Laura Dowdall) and Tipperary Dance Platform (Sophie
Ammann). Scholarships covered fees, per diems, travel and
accommodation expenses. Festival Passes were provided by the
partners for scholarship recipients.
It was great to meet people who are seldom in Dublin and who
have their practice in more remote areas in West Cork and Kerry
for example. Connections have now been established with some
of these and hopefully will strengthen in the future.
Lucia Kickham
It was amazing to get the opportunity to receive a scholarship
for the workshops and go to the dance film festival in Limerick.
Without it I would have not been able to meet the wonderful
people at the festival and engage with the artwork that was on
display. As an artist it is important to keep learning by doing
workshops and going to see artworks but financially this can be
a struggle this is why receiving a scholarship from Dance Ireland
can be a great opportunity to open new horizons.
Janna Kemperman
Swiss dancer and choreographer Sophie Ammann undertook a
placement with Dance Ireland in October and contributed her
thoughts of her time in Ireland in an online blog.
I met so many wonderful people during the festival. Dancers
based in Dublin, others from the MA Contemporary Dance at
UL, as well as dance artists from all over the world. Jazmin and
Alexandre curated a fantastic dance programme in Tipperary,
assembling local and international dance artists and enthusiasts
for this wonderful event. This is definitely not the last time I’ll be
attending. Sophie Ammann

First Looks
20 and 27 May
		
21 and 28 May
		

Rob Heaslip & Laura Murphy (duet);
Helga Deasy (solo)
Maria Nilsson Waller (group);
Oona Doherty (solo)

First Looks is an initiative of Dance Ireland, Dublin Dance Festival
and Culture Ireland. In response to an Open Call we received 17
proposals. The selection panel comprised Paul Johnson, Dance
Ireland and Benjamin Perchet, DDF.

The Next Stage
24 September to 11 October
Dance Ireland sponsored a place for Dance Ireland member Michelle
Cahill. The Next Stage is the artist development strand of Dublin
Theatre Festival in partnership with Theatre Forum.
…I found myself reflecting on my own practice. Future plans that
seemed somewhat out of reach, were beginning to take form and
shape and I feel invigorated by the experience. Michelle Cahill

Space to Create
Thursdays, 3 to 6pm
This opportunity is for dance artists and collaborators to meet, create,
experiment and share. It is aimed at makers, who work or wish to
develop work within a group setting, or set material on a cast of bodies.
Space to Create has allowed me the time, space and focus to explore
new ideas in a supported environment. It gives professionals a safe
space for creative freedom and for me has encouraged interesting
engagement with other dance artists. Olwyn Lyons

Winging It!
Ongoing
Open to Dance Ireland members, Winging It! is a no-notice subsided
studio rental scheme, with Dance Ireland providing insurance cover. It
allows members to drop in to DanceHouse and hire any unused studio
for a fee of €25.
In 2016 36 members availed of Winging It! 80 times.

Four proposals (works at various stages of development) were
selected. To further support these First Looks, residencies were
awarded to all artists as per their needs.
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Events
Dance Talks

Step Up: Dance Project

A series of artist-led conversations, Dance Talks are an
opportunity to share knowledge and create new learning.

DanceHouse, 29 August, Snapshot

An average of 15 people attended each talk:
28 January
Making Art Work: With and For the Community with Jazmin
Chiodi, Alex Iseli and Michelle Cahill
18 February
Screendance: Small Crew, Great Production with Lisa Tighe, Cáit
Ni Dhuinnín and Mary Wycherley
10 March
We’re All Hybrids Now: Interdisciplinary Practice and Spaces
for Performance with Óscar Mascareñas and Alan Dormer in
partnership with Dance Limerick
21 April
Dance & Health with Ailish Claffey and Carolann Courtney
19 May
Dancing Digitally: Embracing the Digital World with Angie
Smalis and Cathy Coughlan
23 June
Dance Pedagogy: Teaching the 21st Century Student with Zoe
Patterson and Mia King
23 July
Dance for Parkinson’s with David Leventhal
22 September
Dance & Photography with Sharon Murphy, Mariam Ribon and
DYDC
13 October
Site-Specific Performance and Media Works with Stephan
Koplowitz in conversation with Paul Johnson
01 December
Leading a New Grove with Merel Heering and
Sinéad O’Connor
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A partnership between Dance Limerick, Dance Ireland, University
of Limerick and the Arts Council. Step Up: Dance Project works to
bridge the gap between vocational dance training and professional
dance practice in Ireland.
The programme awards selected dancers with a programme of
training, rehearsal, performance and personal development.
Open to dancers who have completed their professional training
within the last three years. The five dancers selected for 2016 were:
Sibéal Davitt, Millie Daniel-Dempsey, Lisa Hogan, Emily Kilkenny
Roddy and Rachel Sheil, working with UK choreographer Lea
Anderson on Snapshot which premiered in Dance Limerick and
toured to Cork, Dublin and Galway.
Step Up is managed by Dance Limerick, and supported by a Steering
Committee comprising Paul Johnson (Dance Ireland), Mary Nunan
(University of Limerick), Victoria O’Brien (Arts Council) and Jenny
Traynor (Dance Limerick). The artistic selection panel comprised
Victoria O’Brien, Jenny Traynor, Lisa McLoughlin, with contributions
from Anica Louw and Laura Murphy.

Live Archive Exhibition and
Performance

Healthier Dancer Days

Exhibition 05 December – 28 January
Performance 08 & 09 December, Curated by Emma Meehan

A three-day programme of lectures, workshops and information sharing
aimed at professionals, teachers and students of all genres of dance
and other physical disciplines to educate and inform about Dancer
Health; muscularly, nutritionally, mentally and emotionally. We also
offered free individual screening sessions for dancers, delivered by
Stephen O’Rourke (dance physiotherapist).

Live Archive is a creative exhibition and performance responding to the
archives of Dublin Contemporary Dance Theatre (1979-1989). Original
company members Robert Connor, Joan Davis, Mary Nunan and Loretta
Yurick revisited past choreographies, working alongside early to midcareer dance artists. The project addressed creative ways to animate
archival dance material, share the embodied history of DCDT with
contemporary audiences and pass on the repertoire to future artists.
The exhibition featured archived materials from Dublin Contemporary
Dance Theatre.

Dance & Health Seminar
July 2016, NUI Maynooth

Culture Night
16 September, Lucky Dance Dip
172 participants enjoyed Lucky Dance Dip @ DanceHouse
featuring Dance Talks (Ailish Claffey & Sibéal Davitt), Dance Films
(Ingrid Nachstern/Night Star Dance Company, Cathy Coughlan/
Havoc, Sibéal Davitt & Olwyn Lyons), classes by Paul Clancy, Lisa
Tyrrell, Sean O’Gorman, Olwyn Lyons, Conor Davis, Lisa Byrne,
Displacement Parkour, Hilde van den Bergh, and performance from
Meagan O’Shea.

We partnered on a two day Dance & Health Seminar as part of the
Laban Summer School, with Kildare County Council, NUI Maynooth and
Move4Parkinson’s, led by David Leventhal (Programme Director, Dance
for PD®, Mark Morris Dance Company, NYC), and Dr Jenny Elliott (CEO
Arts Care, NI).
Feedback from participants, included the following observations:

Inspired, and so happy that I had a space in
which I learnt, shared, cried, laughed and
danced…
Tired, exhausted but delighted by the new
experiences…
Vibrant, happy and calm inside. Feels good to
have danced with loads of graceful dancers –
now have another goal in my management of
Parkinson’s...

01 to 03 November, Curator Stephen O’Rourke

Sessions covered Mindfulness, Nutrition, Dealing with Injuries, Safe
Stretching & Warm-Up Practices, delivered by national and international
experts including Fiona Caldwell (Clinical Specialist Physiotherapist),
Josephine Lynch (The Mindfulness Centre), Deirdre Mc Kenna (Dance
Physiotherapist), Louise Keating (Physiotherapist & Lecturer), Olwen
Grindley (Osteopath), Olivia Hurley (Sport Psychologist), Luis Gadea
Mateos (Physiotherapist, Compania Nacional de Danza, Spain).

Perchance to Dream
08 and 09 December
Dance Ireland Conference – a space to envision our collective future
A two day focus on sharing, learning and visioning. Curated by Hazel
Hodgins, Programme Manager, featuring contributions from Dr Aoife
McGrath, Dr Ríonach Ní Néill, Benjamin Perchet, Jazmin Chiodi, Dr
Brigitte Moody, Carolann Courtney, Dr Hilary Moss, Ali Baker Kerrigan,
Juan Urbina, Nina Pongratz, Philippa Donnellan, Tobi Omoteso, Mihaela
Griveva, Emma Martin, Madeline Boughton, Argyro Tsampazi, Natalie
Morningstar, Dr Niamh Nic Ghabhann and Robbie Blake.
Perchance to Dream comprised lecture demonstrations, panel sessions,
performances and brainstorming sessions, focused on current issues of
concern and interests to the dance community.

Forgetting and Remembering: Finding
the future in the past – Michael Seaver
To coincide with Perchance to Dream, we commissioned an essay
from Michael Seaver looking at some recent developments in dance in
Ireland.
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Access &
Participation
We provide opportunities for local and city-wide
communities to engage with DanceHouse and the Dance
Ireland community. With the support of a Dublin City
Council arts grant, we undertook the following:
Dance Classes and Creative
Workshops for People with
Parkinson’s
We ran 25 weeks of Dance Classes for People with Parkinson’s led
by Ailish Claffey and supported by Antje Schneider and Olwyn
Lyons.
We produced a short film to enhance understanding, encourage
participation and extend our reach to others who may benefit
from accessing the classes.

Studio Supports to Youth
Ensembles, Companies and Groups
For over 40 weeks, we provide weekly and mid-term (free and
subsided studios) to Company B; Irish National Youth Ballet and
Dublin Youth Dance Company.
Thanks to the support of Dance Ireland we were able to grow the
junior section of the company from 6 dancers in 2009 to 23 in
2016. Mariam Ribon, DYDC Director

Youth Dance Choreographic
Residency

Dance Days at Electric Picnic

With Dublin Youth Dance Company and Irish Youth Dance
Festival, we hosted a choreographic residency for young dancers
in June. Working on the creation of a new group choreography
(choreographer Toni Bravo) as part of the Irish Youth Dance
Festival in July, the young dancers also participated in morning
classes.

Dance Ireland and DDF partnership; with Justine Doswell, Olwyn
Lyons, Dublin Youth Dance Company, Sibeál Davitt, WhyNot
Dance Company, Irish Burlesque School; Mili Seth, Tobi Omoteso
and Emily Kilkenny Roddy.

Monto Picnic
14 July
With Dublin City Council arts day in Liberty Park. We hosted
an outdoor Tai Chi workshop with 12 participants, led by Ross
Coussens (Master Ding Academy).

Big Bang Festival

02, 03, 04 September

Exhibition: Moving On (what it
means to dance…)
September
We hosted an installation and photography exhibition in the
mezzanine, featuring portraiture, choreography, voice and sound
conceived and directed by photographer Sharon Murphy, working
with 10 young dancers from Dublin Youth Dance Company,
choreographer Mariam Ribon, composer Michael Gallen and
videographer Janna Kemperman.

July
Sean Nós and Indian Rhythms workshops and performances in
partnership with Assoiate Artist Catherine Young.

Now entering its tenth year of support we continue to host the
Macushla Dance Club for the over 50s every Thursday.
New in 2016, we commenced working with Dublin Simon
Community (dance leaders Juan Urbina and Mary Lally).
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Support to
Members
Offered on an ongoing rolling basis, membership is at the heart of
Dance Ireland. We are committed to supporting all our members
equally. We operate six membership categories – Performer/
Choreographer; Organisation; Student; Associate; Education
Institution and Friend. While each category has unique criteria
and particular aims and objectives, all members contribute to our
sustainability, artform and sector development.
Throughout the year, we met and provided a range of advice,
information, contacts and letters of support to members in
support of their proposals, including 83 meetings with members.

We provided 62 letters of support (including endorsements,
testimonials and references), plus entering into partnerships
arrangements, in support of members’ local, national and
international funding and project applications.
Clear and coherent communications is essential to how we
engage with members and we do this through website, ebulletins
and social media in addition to regular seasonal brochures and
flyers posted to all members.

We are a first point of contact for a range of national and
international public/non-member enquiries about dance in
Ireland, recommendations and referrals, by email, telephone and
in person, 97 logged.

Dance Ireland Board of Directors
Anne Maher 		
Richard Johnson 		
Joseph O’Hanlon 		
Michelle Cahill
Aoife Courtney
John Malone
Maria Nilsson Waller
Richard Wakely

Chairperson
Deputy Chairperson
Company Secretary

The board of directors is committed to maintaining the highest
standards of governance, and has developed the Dance Ireland
Governance Framework, a suite of documents, which sets out the
policies, procedures, roles and responsibilities, which guide how
we conduct business, published online.
The work of the board of directors is supported by three
committees:

AGM Sunday 04 September 2016
Dance Ireland Membership as of 31 December 2016 was 198.
Attended by 34, members, board and executive the AGM was followed by a Members
Gathering attended by 15 members, and members’ reception.
Members present reviewed and approved the 2015 minutes, 2015 Directors’ Report
and Financial Statements and 2015 Annual Report.
Retiring directors (in rotation) Anne Maher, Joseph O’Hanlon and Richard Wakely
were re-elected to the Board to serve a further two-year term.
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Finance Committee		
Governance Committee
Fundraising Committee

Chaired by John Malone
Chaired by Joseph O’Hanlon
Chaired by Aoife Courtney

The board of directors is a non-executive board, encompassing
key skills and expertise in dance, marketing, project management,
legal and financial affairs. We maintain up-to-date profiles on our
website.

Some directors are practitioners and are eligible, in line with our
Memorandum and Articles of Association, to apply for Dance
Ireland awards, opportunities and other supports.
Directors are subject to the same eligibility criteria as all
members. In those instances, where a director applies for an
award, opportunity or other financial support, they absent
themselves (by declaring a conflict of interest) from all
involvement related to the process. The board has developed a
comprehensive conflict of interest policy, which is strictly adhered
to.
The board’s functions are overseeing the organisation’s mission,
ensuring proper financial management and maintaining good
governance. Board meetings were held in January, March, April,
June, September and November 2016.

Directors are elected from the membership and co-opted. All
co-opted positions are endorsed at the AGM. Directors are
appointed to serve a 2-year term (renewable) and can serve up to
a maximum of six consecutive years.
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Dance Ireland Policy and Procedures
We maintain the confidence of members, funders,
stakeholders and users through our commitment to a
coherent programme, clear operating policies and a
transparent decision-making process. We acknowledge
our responsibility to be accountable and also to clearly
explain our decision-making process.
Dance Ireland is a membership organisation. While we
represent and advocate on behalf of the best interests of the
sector, our priority is our members. We operate a members’
rate and a non-members’ rate. We welcome all to our Training
Programme; however our Development Programme is for the
benefit of members. We value all forms of dance equally and
actively work to support dance artists to realise their creative
potential, including those working within ballet, contemporary
dance, traditional Irish dance, ethnic forms and hybrid dance
forms, whether working individually or collaboratively, as a
company or through an interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary
practice.
We are committed to proper remuneration of all artists we
work with.
We employ on a contract basis national and international
dance specialists, curators, teachers and practitioners to
assist us in delivering our programme.

Cultural Funders and Partners

TYRONE GUTHRIE
CENTRE

Executive:
Paul Johnson		
Eve Lalor			
Hazel Hodgins		
Jeanette Keane		
Frances Ranzetta		
Aoife Cooper, Keith Cosgrove

Chief Executive 		
General Manager 		
Programme Manager
Marketing & Communications Manager
Administrator 		
Venue Assistants

		
Placements: 		
Olivia Traut (Germany),
			Sophie Ammann (Switzerland)
TY placement: 		
Nora Fay (Ireland)
Digital & Print Design:
Pixel Design
IT support: 		
The IT Guys
Insurers: 			
First Ireland
Accountants: 		
Byrne Moreau Connell
Bankers: 			
Bank of Ireland
Solicitors: 		
Eversheds

Dance Ireland is the trading name of the Association
of Professional Dancers in Ireland, company limited by
guarantee.
Dance Ireland is funded by the Arts Council and Dublin City
Council.
Dance Ireland operates DanceHouse on license from Dublin
City Council.

Registered Offices: DanceHouse, Foley Street, Dublin 1, Ireland
Tel: 01 855 8800 E: info@danceireland.ie W: www.danceireland.ie
Company Registration: 189346; CHY: 16193.

Photography Credits:
Dance Ireland, Lucy Dawson, Dublin Dance Festival, Declan
English, Ros Kavanagh, Christine Burns and Philippe Mathys
(Dublin Youth Dance Theatre).

2016 Partners: Big Bang Festival, Move for Parkinson’s, Kildare
County Council, Laban Guild, Dance Limerick, Culture Night,
Light Moves Screendance Festival, Tipperary Dance Platform,
Galway Dance Days and Irish Royal Academy.

We are committed to maintaining DanceHouse as an inclusive
home for dance. We provide training and development
for professional practitioners, we host an evening class
programme, Access and Participation and provide dance
related activities, exhibitions, performances, talks for the
benefit of all.
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