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Introduction 
2011 was another successful year for
Dance Ireland. Despite the economic
challenges facing us all; we delivered
a comprehensive programme of
training and developmental
opportunities for dance artists
working at all stages of their career. 

Working with over 400 artists,
teachers, mentors, panellists,
technicians and other collaborators
we provided employment, time to
learn new skills, space to experiment
and through New Movements many
occasions to present work. 

New initiatives introduced in 2011
include the Associate Artist
programme, the commencement of
a second EU Culture Programme
supported international mobility and
creative exchange project E-Motional
Bodies and Cities, Step Up: Dance
Project in partnership with the Arts
Council and University of Limerick
and Summer Intros in August. Not to mention Re-Presenting Ireland, our

showcase initiative with Culture
Ireland and Dublin Dance Festival,
the publication of Dancing Beyond
Words by Mary Kate Connolly, and
six Dance Talks, among many other
projects undertaken throughout
2011. 

At the same time we celebrated 5
years in DanceHouse and maintained
our commitment to ensuring
DanceHouse remains a vibrant and
inclusive ‘home’ for dance. Open for
50 weeks, Monday to Saturday (and
quite a few Sundays as well) we
recorded over 39,756 people
through our doors for a range of
morning, evening and weekend
classes, exhibitions, presentations,
rehearsals, seminars and special
events.

Taster Class, 
September

Andrew Harwood Dance Talks, 
February



DANCE IRELAND AND
DANCEHOUSE 2011
STATISTICS 

l 39,756 attendances recorded for
January to December

l 19,550 attendances for daytime
activities

l 19,316 attendances for evening
class activities

l Free Taster Classes: 

n 11 & 12 January attracting 
509 participants; 

n 06 & 07 September attracting 
526 participants. 

l 1,677 artist attendances for
training and development
programmes 

l Winging It! – no notice rental
scheme availed of 114 times by
65 Dance Ireland members and 
7 non-members; 

l 873 audiences for Dance Talks,
New Movements and 
Re-Presenting Ireland 

l 2,159 participants in Local
Initiatives programme. 

PROFESSIONAL
TRAINING PROGRAMME 
Daily Morning Classes at
DanceHouse remains the backbone
of our programme; in 2011 we
provided 47 weeks of classes,
masterclasses, composition and
multi-disciplinary workshops from
some of the best national and
international teachers, including: 

Elena Giannotti, Evangelia Randou,
Laura Macken, Emma Martin,

Deirdre Murphy, Robert Connor, 
Lisa McLoughlin, Robert Heaslip,
Bernadette Iglich, Anneke Hansen,
Joanna Banks, Aoife McAtamney,
Cindy Cummings/Regan O’Brien,
Melissa Roy, Robert Clarke,
Luke Murphy, Maria Nilsson-Waller
and Anna Dubrovska; 

Our International Guest Teachers
were: Claudia Dias, Libby Farr, Ennio
Sammarco, Dominique Duszynski
and Kyle Abraham (in association
with IMDT); 

A week of masterclasses in
association with the Dublin Dance
Festival, with José Navas, Eiko &
Koma, Jodi Melnick and Emmanuelle
Vo-Dinh; 

A three-day Composition
Workshop with Terry Creach; 
25 - 27 May; 

One Week Multi-Disciplinary
Workshop: Depth of Field: selective
eye to compose in movement with
choreographer Andrew Harwood
and visual artist Paula Zacharias; 
14 – 18 February; 

One week Choreographic
Workshop: ‘Rewriting Distance’
with Guy Cools and Lin Snelling
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comprised workshops and one-to-
one coaching sessions, which
offered dance makers practical tools
and exercises to reflect upon,
evaluate and improve their creative
process; 04 - 08 July; 

Summer Intros; pilot 4 weeks of
morning classes/afternoon
workshops especially designed for
recently graduated young dancers;
02 - 26 August: 

l UK Choreographer Morgann
Runacre-Temple, working with
company members Lindsay Ashe-
Browne and Richard Bermange
led week one for Ballet Ireland
focusing on narrative in ballet; 

l IMDT Choreographer John Scott
working with company members
Ashley Chen and Cheryl Therrien
led week two using his
choreographic process as the
basis for movement generation; 

l Canadian Berlin-based
choreographer Shannon Cooney

worked for two weeks using
SacroCranial technique as the
base for movement investigation; 

One week Multi-Disciplinary
Workshop: Composition for Media
and the Stage with Troika Ranch 
co-directors Dawn Stoppiello and
Mark Coniglio; 05 - 09 December; 

Contact Jam; 44 weekly sessions
with 275 attendances and average 6
participants per Jam; co-ordinated by
Cindy Cummings, the jam is lead in
turn by a core group including
Fergus Byrne and Jenny McDonald. 

Regional workshops; Dance
Ireland supported Claudia Dias and
Mary Nunan as a contribution to I.F.
ONLY Festival Birr (November). 

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME 

Dance Ireland Residencies 

The Dance Ireland
Residency programme is a key
means of ensuring new dance work
is made and dance artists maintain a
studio practice. 

In 2011 we hosted the following
artists in residence at DanceHouse: 

Elena Giannotti 

Emma Martin (Associate Artist) 

Monika Bieniek 

Iseli-Chiodi Dance Company 

Liv O’Donoghue (Associate Artist) 

Maria Nilsson-Waller 

Chloe de Bryul-Pisco 
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Catherine Young 

Fergus Byrne 

Nick Bryson/Damian Punch 

Ailish Claffey 

Michael Cooney

Laura Dannequin 

Catherine Young 

Laura Murphy 

Aoife McAtamney (Associate Artist) 

Emma Meehan 

Sarah-Jane Scaife 

Liadain Speranza Herriott 

Katrin Neue 

Junk Ensemble

Robert Heaslip 
(International Associate Artist) 

Amy Kinlon

Fitzgerald & Stapleton

Anneke Hansen
(International Associate Artist)

Emma Fitzgerald

Joke Verlinden

Joan Davis (Maya Lila) 

Regan O’Brien

Robert Clarke (Dance4) 

Dana McPherson

Alicia Christofi-Walshe

Deirdre Murphy & Becky Reilly

Maurice Kelliher

Peter Duffy

Lisa Cahill 

Live Collision 

Fearghus Ó’Conchúir (Modul-dance) 

IMDT (with Kyle Abraham)

Melissa Roy

Anna Dubrovska 
(E-Motional artist in residence) 

Luke Murphy 
(International Associate Artist)

Associate Artists
The introduction of the Associate
Artist programme marks a significant
step in how we are working to
support the development of the next
generation of dance makers in
Ireland. We are working with three
choreographers on self-directed
programmes: 

l Aoife McAtamney 

l Emma Martin 

l Liv O’Donoghue

International Associate Artists 
We provided three internationally
based dance artists the resources to
develop a self-designed programme
of R&D and share their process with
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us through morning classes, studio
showings and networking
opportunities: 

l Robert Heaslip (IRL/Scotland) 

l Anneke Hansen (USA) 

l Luke Murphy (IRL/USA) 

Dance Talks 
Opportunities to share ideas, hear
about new developments in dance,
learn about another artist’s practice,
and introduce new artists to Ireland: 

l 27 January: Marketing Dance:
Jenny Traynor (CoisCéim Dance
Theatre) in conversation with
Annette Nugent
(Communications Consultant); 

l 17 February: Multi-Disciplinary
Collaboration: choreographer
Andrew Harwood in conversation
with visual artist Paula Zacharias; 

l 04 August: Ballet in Ireland 1927
to 1963: Dance researcher

Victoria O’Brien in conversation
with dance writer Christie Seaver; 

l 08 September: A Lost Opera: US
choreographer Deborah Hay in
conversation with theatre director
Jason Byrne; 

l 27 October: Making Work: dance
makers Fitzgerald & Stapleton in
conversation with Dance Ireland
Chief Executive Paul Johnson; 

l 15 December: Older People
Dancing: US choreographer and
artistic director Dance Exchange
Cassie Meador in conversation
with Dominic Campbell, Artistic
Director Bealtaine Festival; 

Dance Research Reading &
Discussion Group
A pilot-project co-ordinated by 
Antje Schneider (13 January and 
15 February); 

Tour d’Europe des
Choréographes (until July 2011) 
A pan-European professional
development programme for 10
young dance artists from 5 European
countries (www.tour-europe-
choregraphes.eu): 

l Supported DI members Liadain
Herriott and Charlotte Spencer; 

l Provided mentors Katherine
Atkinson and Valerie Bistany; 

l Hosted participant meeting in
DanceHouse, 23 - 27 May. 

Modul-dance 
(www.modul-dance.eu) 

Funded by the EU Culture
Programme; Modul-dance is a 5 year
collaboration between 22 European
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dance houses and media institutions
from 15 countries (2010–14), which
focuses on the development
of professional dance artists by
taking account of the unique
resources and facilities that each
project partner offers; their particular
economic and cultural contexts and,
how these can best be used and
strengthened, at local level and
across Europe: 

l Alexandra Waierstall/Noema
Dance Works (GR/D); residency in
DanceHouse working with four
collaborators, in addition to
teaching morning class and New
Movements; 

l Frauke Requardt (UK/D); residency
in DanceHouse working with
three collaborators, in addition to
teaching morning class and New
Movements; 

l Claudia Dias (P); residency in
DanceHouse working with three
collaborators, in addition to
teaching a week-long
choreographic workshop and
New Movements; 

l Fearghus Ó’ Conchúir; DI member
Ó’Conchúir was our 2010/11
selected artist. Working on
Tabernacle, Ó’Conchúir and

company undertook residencies
and presentations in DanceHouse,
Dublin Dance Festival, London,
Ljubljana, Barcelona, Cyprus and
Poznan; 

DI member Liz Roche/Rex Levitates
has been selected as our featured
artist for second phase of 
Modul-dance, 2011/12; 

DI members Aoife McAtamney and
Mary Wycherley have been selected
as our featured ‘carte blanche’ artists
for 2011/2012. 

E-Motional Cities and Bodies 
(from summer 2011) 
E-Motional Cities and Bodies is a
European mobility and exchange
dance programme (www.e-
motional.eu). E-Motional is realised
in Ireland by Dublin Dance Festival
and Dance Ireland, in association
with Irish World Academy of Music
and Dance, University of Limerick:

l Anna Dubrovska artist in
residence DanceHouse and UL,
November; 

l Jenny Traynor / mobility grant; 

l DI members Fearghus Ó’Conchúir
and Laura Murphy awarded
places on interdisciplinary artistic
research projects. 

International Artist Exchanges
Reciprocal opportunities which
encourages artistic exchange and the
sharing of ideas, practices and
networking opportunities: 

l Dance Ireland/ Dance 4 UK: 
Ursula Mawson-Raffalt 
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l Dance4 UK / Dance Ireland: 
Robert Clarke 

l Dance Ireland / Movement
Research NYC: Philip
Connaughton; 

Step Up: Dance Project 2011
Presented in collaboration with the
Arts Council and University of
Limerick, Dance Ireland partnered
on this pilot initiative involving six
dancers (Karen Gleeson, 
Lucia Kickham, Roisín Laffan, 
Ryan O’Neill, Chrissie Ardill, 
Deirdre Griffin) working with two
choreographers Charles Linehan
(UK) and Luke Murphy (Irl) on a
double-bill preformed at the Irish
World Academy of Music and
Dance, UL 12 August and
DanceHouse, 13 August.

New Movements 
An opportunity to present ‘work
fresh from the studio’ followed by
audience q+a: 

14 January Elena Giannotti

21 January Alexandra
Waierstall/Noema Dance 
(Modul-dance)

18 February Multi-Disciplinary
Workshop Showing: Depth of Field

04 March Frauke Requardt 
(Modul-dance) 

01 April Nick Bryson/Damian Punch 

08 April Claudia Dias 

06 May Lullaby
(Mary Nunan/Fiona Kelleher) 

13 May Robert Heaslip 
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13 May Liadain Speranza Herriott 

18 June Anneke Hansen 

15 July Aoife McAtamney

30 July Irish Ballet Forum

13 August Step Up: Dance Project

17 - 20 August Maya Lila / 
Joan Davis

19 August Regan O’Brien 

19 August Peter Duffy

26 August Summer Intros / IMDT 

17 September Barocco / Association
Woo (Absolut Fringe) 

22 September Ennio Sammarco & 
Josselin Varengo 

25 September Ciotóg

21 October Robert Clarke (Dance4) 

04 November Alicia Christofi-Walsh
and Ailish Claffey 

02 December Melissa Roy 

09 December Composition for
Media and the Stage workshop
showing 

16 December Emma Martin
Associate Artist 

16 December Luke Murphy
International Associate Artist 

17 December CoisCéim Broadreach
and The Choreography Project 

Re-Presenting Ireland: showcase
initiative by Culture Ireland, Dance
Ireland and Dublin Dance Festival:
20/21/27/28 May;

Two mixed bills of work by 
Bridget Madden, Emma Martin,
Maria Nilsson-Waller, Echo Echo
Dance Theatre, Liv O’Donoghue and
Chrysalis Dance Company for an
audience of 422, presented under
the umbrella of Dublin Dance Festival. 
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The Re-Presenting Ireland selection
panel comprised: Madeline
Boughton (CI), Roberto Casarotto
(OperaEstate Festival, Italy), Angela
Conquet (Mains d’Œuvres, France),
Kajo Nelles (Internationale
Tanzmesse NRW, Germany) and
Laurie Uprichard (DDF), with Dance
Ireland Chief Executive Paul Johnson
as non-voting Chairperson; 

ShortDanceFilms; at the 
cross-borders of genres; 23 and
24 September; 

Curated by Núria Font and presented
under the umbrella of Modul-dance; 

Exhibitions at DanceHouse 
l A Yellow Dress, a collaboration

between dance artist Laura
Murphy and visual artist Laura
Macaulay; 

l PULSE a dance photography
exhibition by Maurice Gunning; 

l Still Life a 2009 commission from
Jonathon Mitchell; 

l Bird of Peace, architect Sam
Stephenson tapestry; (on loan
from Brian Walsh); 

PUBLICATIONS AND
DISSEMINATION 

l Dance Ireland News
(five issues; January - May); 

l Commissioned essay: Dancing
Beyond Words, Mary Kate
Connolly (November);

l Website – members
directory/profiles, bulletin board,
calendar of events; 

l Ebulletin – fortnightly with over
1935 recipients; 
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l Twitter follower numbers: c200
and Facebook follower numbers:
c2,650; 

OTHER GATHERINGS 
AND MEETINGS 

l 23 March Funding Clinic (Arts
Council in association with Dance
Ireland); 

l 15 April Transformed Through
Dance, Nikki Crane Dance United
UK (Dance Ireland in association
with Create and DDF); 

l 16 May Dance Ireland hosted a
NCFA ‘meet n’ greet’ with Dublin
Central TDs; 

l 25 June Dance Research Forum
Ireland AGM; 

l 20 September ‘meet n’ greet’
with Julia Carruthers, Artistic
Director DDF; 

LOCAL INITIATIVES 

Dance Ireland through Local
Initiatives provides opportunities for
people everywhere to engage with
DanceHouse and the work of Dance
Ireland: 

l Open Days; free ‘taster classes’
open to all for two nights in
January and September with
1035 participants; 

l Open House; 11 June two
showcase performances by
Company B and Irish National
Youth Ballet, for an audience of
93 people; 
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l Macushla Dance Club; weekly
dance sessions for the over 50s,
Thursdays with 887 attendances; 

l Company B; an opportunity for
young Irish males to dance –
Saturdays with 455 attendances; 

l Flashdance – local hip-hop group;
Mondays and Saturdays with 704
attendances; 

l Workshop (tutor Michelle
Cahill)/DanceHouse tour for the
local crèche, Kids Inc; 

MEMBERSHIP 

l Dance Ireland Annual General
Meeting: Sunday 03 April

At the heart of Dance Ireland are our
members, which currently numbers
201. 

Membership is important; we rely on
the support of members to ensure
our continued success in our efforts
to promote and support the
development of dance in Ireland. 
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l Absolut Fringe 

l Arts Council 

l Association of Professional Dance
Choreographers of Latvia 

l Ballet Ireland 

l Bealtaine Festival 

l body > data > space, UK 

l Centro Coreográfico Galego 
(La Coruña)

l Company B 

l CoisCéim Broadreach 

l Cultural Contact Point / 
Arts Council 

l Culture Ireland 

l Create 

l Dance4 

l Dance House Lemesos, Cyprus 

l Dance Resource Base, NI

l Dance Research Forum Ireland 

l Dublin City Council 

l Dublin Dance Festival 

l Dublin Youth Dance Company 

l E-Motional Bodies and Cities 

l European Dance House Network

l Flashdance 

l Gabriela Tudor Foundation,
Romania 

l International Dance Support
Organisations 

l Irish Modern Dance Theatre 

l Irish World Academy of
Music and Dance, 
University of Limerick

l Italian Cultural Institute, Dublin 

l K3 Zentrum fur Choreographie,
Hamburg 

l Le Pacifique /CDC, Grenoble 

l Lubelski Teatr Tanca, Lublin 

l Macushla Dance Club 

l Modul-dance 

l Movement Research, NYC 

l National Campaign for the Arts

l New England Foundation for the
Arts (NEFA) 

l Rex Levitates 

l Theatre Forum

l Tour d’Europe des
Choréographes 

2011 CULTURAL PARTNERS



Culturefox.ie is the definitive online guide to Irish 
cultural events, giving you complete information about 
cultural activities both here and abroad. 

To find out what’s on near you right now, visit 
Culturefox.ie on your computer or mobile phone. 

Download the FREE App
available now for: 

iPhone  |  Android  |  Blackberry



DANCE IRELAND 
Dance Ireland is a national resource and service organisation for dance, with a non-executive
board of directors and six full-time staff members. 

Dance Ireland is the trading name of the Association of Professional Dancers in Ireland Ltd;
company registration: 189346. 

Dance Ireland is funded by the Arts Council and Dublin City Council, with project support from
Culture Ireland, Italian Cultural Institute, EU Culture Programme, membership fees, activities and
studio rentals.

Dance Ireland operates DanceHouse on license from Dublin City Council. 

BOARD 
Adrienne Brown Chairperson, Megan Kennedy Secretary, Richard Johnson, Lisa McLoughlin,
Anne Maher, Breandán de Gallai (elected April 2011). 

The Board met six times in 2011 including the AGM on Sunday 03 April; meetings were held in
March, April, May, July, October and November. 

EXECUTIVE 
Paul Johnson Chief Executive
Siân Cunningham General Manager
Elisabetta Bisaro Programme Manager 
Inga Byrne Administrator
Brenda Crea Receptionist (until June) 
Glenn Montgomery Receptionist (until September) 
Aoife Fitzpatrick, Aoife Ryan Receptionists (from September) 

Work Placements: Bláithnaid Sheppard, Bronwyn O’Connell 
Intern: Hazel Hodgins 

Communications Consultant: Annette Nugent
Website Design: Pixel Design 
Print Design: Origin and CRM Design & Print 
Dance Ireland News: CRM Design & Print
IT Support: Data Direct
Insurers: First Ireland 
Accountants: Byrne Moreau Connell 
Bankers: Bank of Ireland
Solicitors: Eversheds 

Registered Offices: DanceHouse, Foley Street, Dublin 1

Tel: 01 855 8800           Email: info@danceireland.ie           Website: www.danceireland.ie
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