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Amongst the highlights were a  
very successful series of curated 
morning classes, our Healthier 
Dancer Week, and the completion 
of two European projects: Léim and 
Communicating Dance. Other notable 
highlights, included Mind Your Step 
(March), Dance Days @ Electric Picnic 
(September) and the symposium Who 
am I? (December). I hope you will take 
time to read through this very detailed 
annual report, outlining the fantastic 
events and work of the past year.

It is also a year where we welcomed new 
staff members, Administrator Catherine 
Finn and Programme Manager Hazel 
Hodgins and said goodbye to others as 
they moved on to new challenges, most 
notably our General Manager of nine 
years, Siân Cunningham. We wish Siân 
the very best and thank her for her very 
significant contribution to Dance Ireland.  

2016 is a significant year for the State 
and dance will play an important role 
in commemorating 1916. It will also be 
a milestone for Dance Ireland as we 
celebrate ten years in DanceHouse, and 
25 years as a resource organisation. So 
it is a time for celebration and reflection. 

We look forward to planning for an  
even more vibrant and creative decade 
ahead, which will support further the 
growth and success of our members 
and the sector.  

Whatever your dancing passion is, may it 
fill you with joy, health and happiness.

Anne Maher 
Chairperson
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Dance Dramaturgy Workshops,  
a partnership with Maiden  
Voyage Dance, NI; 

Communicating Dance, a Léargas / 
Leonardo da Vinci Lifelong Learning 
project with partners from Croatia, 
France, Germany, Italy and  
the Netherlands.  

LÉIM, a dance leadership project, led 
by Dance Ireland, with partners from 
Cyprus, Germany, Italy and Spain.  

European DanceHouse Network,  
Dance Ireland partnered with EDN  
on the atelier Who Am I? 

Through Local Initiatives, we support 
city-wide youth, educational and 
outreach projects, including Company 
B, Macushla Dance Club, Dublin Youth 
Dance Company and others  
throughout the year. 

New for 2015 is Dance for People with 
Parkinson’s classes, led by Ailish Claffey. 

• provide support and  
practical resources for  
dancers & choreographers; 

• work towards developing a 
sustainable dance sector in Ireland; 

• lead, represent and advocate; 

• enhance public awareness of and 
involvement in dance at all levels.

In 2015 we continued collaborating 
through new and renewed partner- 
ships locally, nationally and 
internationally, including: 

Re-Presenting Ireland, a showcase 
initiative by Culture Ireland, Dance 
Ireland and Dublin Dance Festival; 

First Looks, a partnership  
with Dublin Dance Festival;  

Dance Days at Electric Picnic, a 
partnership with Dublin Dance Festival; 

Step Up: Dance Project, a partnership 
between the Arts Council, Dance  
Ireland, Dance Limerick and the 
University of Limerick;

The Dance Ireland Commission Award 
to Breandán de Gallaí (who undertook 
work-in-progress residencies in Limerick 
and Cork in 2015) highlights the value 
of partnership, combining funds 
raised by Dance Ireland with a creation 
partnership with Dance Limerick, Firkin 
Crane and Project Arts Centre.  

As well as working with Associate Artist 
Patricia Crosbie, we continued to work 
with Associates Philip Connaughton, 
Maria Nilsson Waller, Liv O’Donoghue, 
Aoife McAtamney, Emma Martin and 
Catherine Young. 

With our International Associate 
Artists Meagan O’Shea, Cristina Planas 
Leitão, Martina Nevistić and Alexandra 
Waierstall we provided opportunities  
to engage and share with the sector. 

Other opportunities included a 
residency in partnership with the 
Tyrone Guthrie Centre, Mentored 
Residency Support Awards, Dance 
Ireland Residencies, Dance Talks, New 
Movements and Friday New Works. 

Maintaining our commitment to  
an inclusive combination operating 
model, we managed DanceHouse 
(on license from Dublin City Council), 
attracting over 30,000 repeat 
attendances in 2015, supporting  
a diverse range of professional  
and participatory dance activity. 

DANCE IREL AND AND DANCEHOUSE 2015 STATISTIC S INTRODUCTION  
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Dance Ireland is the national resource for 
dance. Working on behalf of our members 
and the sector, we:

 2013 2014  2015 

Hits and visits to the website  107,638 128,691 90,182 

DanceHouse attendances  33,893 38,275 37,408 

Attendances for daytime activities  20,060 22,863 23,115 

Attendances for evening class activities  13,803 15,412 14,293 

Participants in Local Initiatives programme  3,802 4,577      4,508 

Facebook fans 3,695 4,350 5,123 

Monthly ebulletin subscribers  2,446 2,974 2,672 

Twitter followers 1,945 2,470 2,736 

Dance artist training & development attendances  1,693 1,779 1,862 

Audience members  835 953 1,228  

Professional morning class attendances  1,184 1,324 1,645 

Open Day / Free Taster Class participants  431 198 286  

Culture night participants & visitors 211 113 100  

Members availing of Winging It!  35 23 37 



We invited choreographer Liz Roche  
to curate a 16 week programme of 
classes from Sept to Dec. 

 
Curating the programme for 
Dance Ireland’s professional 
training was a very positive 
experience. I was pleased with 
the calibre of teachers that 
were made available to Dance 
Ireland members as a result of 
the programme and also pleased 
with the crossover of disciplines 
and artistic perspectives on offer 
during that period. 

– Liz Roche 

MORNING CLASS TEACHERS

Monica Munoz Marin, Jazmin Chiodi/
Alex Iseli, Lisa Tyrrell, Liz Roche, Patricia 
Crosbie, Justine Cooper, Laura Macken, 
Diarmaid O’Meara, Ella Clarke, Jenny 
Roche and Grant McLay.

Classes, workshops and masterclasses 
are open to suitably qualified dancers 
(members and non-members). We 
employ experienced national and 
international teachers to teach in week-
long blocks, alternating between ballet, 
contemporary dance genres  
and complementary practices. 

In partnership with choreographer 
John Scott we hosted a 2-week 
Choreographic Encounters in July. 

 
Choreographic Encounters  
was a valuable collaboration, 
between Irish Modern Dance 
Theatre and Dance Ireland, 
enabling us to share our guest 
teachers Christine Kono 
Pohlmann and Ty Boomershine 
with the entire dance community 
and experiment and research 
with young dance artists 
supported by the professionalism  
and dedication of the  
Dance Ireland team. 

– John Scott

INTERNATIONAL GUEST TEACHERS

Margi Cole (USA), Cristina Planas Leitão 
(Portugal), Keren Rosenberg (Israel/
Netherlands), Martina Nevistić (Croatia), 
Toni Bravo (Mexico), Karen Nelson (USA), 
Christine Kono Pohlmann (USA), Ty 
Boomershine (USA), Elizabeth Corbett 
(USA) and Jodi Melnick (USA). 

WORKSHOPS AND 
MASTERCLASSES 

• Composition Workshops  
led by Margi Cole 

• Contact Improvisation Workshop  
and Jam led by Margi Cole 

• Classical Ballet masterclass  
led by Richard D’Alton  

• A day of masterclass workshops 
led by teachers from Fontys Dance 
Academy, Netherlands

• Creative Arts: Coding the dance 
workshops led by MIDASpaces

• The Somatic Sessions  
led by Nicola Curry

• Masterclasses: Maria F. Scaroni (Meg 
Stuart/Damaged Goods) and Thomas 
Hauert (DDF partnership)

• Dance Dramaturgy Workshops  
led by Merel Heering.

DANCE IRELAND EVENING CLASSES 

Over the year we hosted contemporary 
and African dance classes with 
Catherine Young, Hip Hop with Olwyn 
Lyons, Tap Dance with Jessica Peel-
Yates, and Parkour classes, led by 
Displacement Parkour.  

TR AINING PROGR AMME
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In 2015 we provided 44 weeks of classes, 
workshops and masterclasses, recording 
over 3,500 (repeat) attendances, using a 
sign-in book. 



We also continued working with 
Associate Artists Aoife McAntamney, 
Philip Connaughton, Emma Martin, Liv 
O’Donoghue, Maria Nilsson Waller and 
Catherine Young through the provision 
of general supports, including acting 
as contract guarantors for international 
touring, offering cash-flow facilities and 
administration services.

 
Dance Ireland have continued  
to support me as an artist  
and my work beyond the  
official year as Associate  
Artist by offering excellent and 
expert administrative  
and accounting support for our 
2015 production of Dancehall.  
As an independent company  
this support is invaluable and 
hugely appreciated

– Emma Martin 

ASSOCIATE ARTIST

Our Associate Artist programme took 
a twist in 2015. To complement our 
existing stable of Associate Artists, we 
issued an open call seeking expressions 
of interest from artists working within 
either classical ballet or traditional Irish 
dance. We met with three artists. 

Our selection panel comprised  
board and executive and we awarded  
the 2015/16 Associate Artist position  
to ballet artist and choreographer 
Patricia Crosbie. 

 
The Associate Artist Programme 
is a key opportunity to begin 
to cross some of the barriers 
that have been a challenge to 
my progress as an artist and 
allow me to realise my vision as 
a choreographer at this critical 
stage of my career. 

– Patricia Crosbie

I’m so grateful to Dance Ireland 
for its continued advice and 
support. I am sure that their 
support helped secure both my 
16 x 16: Next Generation Bursary 
Award and my success as a 
Laureate of the Récollets 2016 
Residency, Paris

– Philip Connaughton 

CREATION STUDIO

Since the introduction of the Creation 
Studio (St 4) in January 2015, we have 
supported the development of new 
work, plus rehearsals from a range of 
dance, theatre and music companies.

We have received positive responses 
from all users, who value having access 
to a studio whole time on an exclusive 
basis while in residence. The freedom to 
use set and props, set up a production 
desk, with the advantage of not having 
to strike at the end of the day – is 
proving invaluable, and game changing.

DE VELOPMENT PROGR AMME  

Our Development Programme supports the 
needs of dance artists, by offering practical 
supports and resources, mentorship 
opportunities, information and advice, 
platforms and networking opportunities.  

DANCE IRELAND  
RESIDENCY PROGRAMME  

Offered on a year-round basis, we award 
residencies, subject to availability and 
on a first-come, first-served basis. We 
aim to accommodate as many requests 
as possible. 

All residency applications are managed 
internally, using our application form. 

Ranging from one to four weeks, we 
awarded the following residencies at 
DanceHouse in 2015 to:  

• Laura Murphy & Rob Heaslip

• Deirdre Griffin 

• Róisín Laffin 

• Fearghus Ó Conchúir (working  
with Aoife McAtamney) 

• Alba Lorca 

• Catherine Young

• Olwyn Lyons & Sibeál Davitt 

• Áine Stapleton 

• Marion Cronin 

• Sarah Ryan 

• Liz Roche Company 

• Liadain Herriott 

• Emma Fitzgerald 

• Dublin Youth Dance Festival  

• Fearghus Ó Conchúir  
(The Casement Project)

• Katherine Lewis

• Junk Ensemble

• Jazmin Chiodi & Alex Iseli

• Tommy Tonge

• Maria Nilsson Waller

• Liv O’Donoghue

• Olwyn Lyons. 

INTERNATIONAL  
ASSOCIATE ARTISTS  

We hosted internationally based 
choreographers Margi Cole (USA), 
Cristina Planas Leitão (Portugal), 
Martina Nevistić (Croatia) and 
Alexandra Waierstall (Germany). This 
is an invited Dance Ireland curated 
programme focusing on international 
artists with a connection to Dance 
Ireland.   

Margi Cole, artistic director, teacher and 
choreographer of The Dance COLEctive, 
Chicago; was in residence in January 
working on duet material with dancer 
Matthew McMunn.  Margi taught morning 
classes, composition and CI workshops, 
led on a number of ‘Brown Bag Lunches’ 
for young dance artists, and presented 
work as part of New Movements.

Cristina Planas Leitão, is a teacher 
and choreographer based in The 
Netherlands. Cristina and her dancers 
were in residence in February, working 
on new material for FM (2016 premiere). 
In addition, Cristina undertook research 
on Irish concepts of death and dying. 
Cristina taught morning class (Low 
Flying Technique) and presented work as 
part of New Movements.  

Martina Nevistić is a performer, 
choreographer, teacher and founder of 
O.N.E. Art Company. Martina undertook 
a residency in May with dancer Petra 
Chelfi working on material towards the 
creation of a new work. Martina taught 
one week of morning class. 

Alexandra Waierstall & company 
undertook a residency in September 
working on A City Seeking Its Bodies 
which culminated in a New Movements 
showing, prior to its premiere at 
Tanzhaus nrw, Düsseldorf. 

The Casement Project is a rare 
opportunity for a dance-led 
project to be ambitious and 
well-resourced. Dance Ireland’s 
endorsement of and practical 
support for this project and 
for my previous work has been 
invaluable in bringing this about.

– Fearghus Ó Conchúir

 
I was thrilled with the 
opportunity to research and 
rehearse my material under the 
residency at DanceHouse. It is 
challenging enough to create a 
platform for your artistic voice 
to be heard and it was great to 
have the extended support and 
encouragement. I am extremely 
grateful to the programme.

– Tommy Tonge 
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DANCE IRELAND AND TYRONE 
GUTHRIE CENTRE RESIDENCY  

Dance Ireland and the Tyrone Guthrie 
Centre at Annaghmakerrig jointly offered 
a two-week resourced residential 
residency to Emma Martin and her 
collaborators. 

This initiative aims to support the 
development of new dance work. 

We received 17 applications and 
the selection panel comprised Paul 
Johnson, Dance Ireland and Maureen 
Kennelly, Tyrone Guthrie Centre. 

DANCE IRELAND MENTORING 
RESIDENCY SUPPORT AWARDS 

These awards are offered to dance 
makers to undertake self-directed 
mentoring opportunities. 

For 2015, we identified four categories 
we wished to support: ballet, 
contemporary dance, integrated 
dance and traditional Irish dance. We 
received 9 applications, one in ballet; 
two in integrated dance and six in 
contemporary dance. There were no 
applications received under traditional 
Irish dance. In response to demand, it 
was agreed by the panel to support two 
proposals within contemporary dance 
category. The selection panel comprised 
Maria Nilsson Waller, Mary Nunan and 
Cathy O’Kennedy.

Each award consists of a 2-week studio 
residency at DanceHouse and financial 
assistance toward the cost of working 
with a mentor and collaborators. Four 
awards were made as follows: 

Dance Ireland provided us 
with residency support for the 
creation of a new work and also 
for re-rehearsals for a touring 
piece. The support provided 
was a huge benefit to us. In 
particular, the residency period 
we had in DanceHouse for the 
creation of a new unfunded work 
was a considerable help to us. 
The time, space and resources 
given allowed us to create, think, 
move and devise freely. These 
are invaluable things to have in a 
room. 

– Junk Ensemble 

 
I highly valued my residency at 
DanceHouse as it allowed for the 
time and space to develop work 
in a well-equipped and spacious 
dance studio. 

– Marion Cronin

• Lauren Speirs    
Ballet     
(Katherine Lewis mentor)

• Mary Nugent    
Integrated Dance   
(Fearghus Ó Conchúir mentor)

• Siobhán Ní Dhuinnín  
Contemporary    
(Maria F. Scaroni mentor)

• Stephanie Dufresne   
Contemporary    
(Leonie McDonagh mentor)

Lauren Speirs was awarded €2000 to 
work with her mentor, three dancers and 
a pianist. Lauren’s focus is on developing 
solo, pas de deux and group material. 

Stephanie Dufresne was awarded 
€1969 to research and explore an 
idea for a solo involving herself as a 
performer and incorporating theatrical 
elements such as voiceover recordings 
and props. 

Siobhán Ní Dhuinnín was awarded 
€2000 to undertake research with 
collaborator Isabella Oberlander, which 
focuses on internal/external influences 
that shape our bodies through 
improvisation and tasks orientated 
around excavating the elements that 
construct our physical identities.  

Mary Nugent was awarded €2000, to 
work with mentor and collaborator Dawn 
Mulloy, focusing on developing a solo 
work which introduces the concept of 
adults giving themselves and accepting 
their own permission to revisit and play 
with their inner child. 
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HEALTHIER DANCER WEEK 

19 to 23 October 
Curator Stephen O’Rourke  
93 attendances 

A week of afternoon workshops,  
clinics and presentations focusing  
on dancers’ health and well-being. 
Topics covered included Mindfulness, 
Nutrition, Dealing with Injuries, Safe 
Stretching & Warm-Up Practices 
and Pointe shoe work; delivered 
by experienced physiotherapists, 
nutritionists & osteopaths, including 
Josephine Lynch, Ruth McGee, Richelle 
Flanagan, Roisin Cahalan, Harriet 
Parsons, Olwen Grindley, Stephen O’ 
Rourke, Deirdre McKenna, Olivia Hurley 
and Louise Keating.  

A particular highlight was a well-
attended panel discussion: Dealing 
with Injury, which focused on dancers’ 
perspectives, with contributions  
from Katherine O’Malley, Diarmaid 
O’Meara, Roisín Laffan, Emily Aoibheann 
and Kristyn Fontanella, facilitated by 
Hazel Hodgins.

 
Healthier Dancer Week was 
an excellent programme of 
presentations and practical 
workshops exploring the diverse 
aspects that contribute to the 
health of a dancer. I attended 
all of the sessions over the week 
and found each very informative. 
The information that was shared 
was both valuable and important 
and came from a diverse range of 

THE NEXT STAGE 

24 September to 11 October 

Dance Ireland sponsored a place for DI 
member Jessie Keenan 

The Next Stage is the artist development 
strand of Dublin Theatre Festival. Seven 
dance applications were received, five of 
which were eligible for consideration by 
Dance Ireland, who assessed and made 
a recommendation on behalf of Dublin 
Theatre Festival/Theatre Forum.   

 
The Next Stage was an all-
consuming, wonderful, 
challenging and inspiring 
experience…it allowed me to 
completely immerse myself 
in theatre and the world 
surrounding it for two and  
a half weeks…I found that having  
to articulate my opinions and 
speak about my own practice 
within the group helped me  
to clarify a lot of my views 
 and ideas…The Next Stage  
is a unique experience which  
I would recommend to  
all choreographers and  
dance makers.

– Jessie Keenan 

professionals who were all very 
knowledgeable in their own field. 
As a dancer with a back injury, 
I had a sense of relief to be able 
to access important information 
regarding the physical well-
being of a dancer. In addition 
the psychological and emotional 
aspects of a dancer’s well-
being were also brought to the 
forefront. This was particularly 
important for me as I am dealing 
with a chronic injury that can 
often feel isolating and hard to 
cope with. During the week I 
felt supported, informed and 
refreshed with regards to my 
own personal challenges as a 
dancer who is injured. There were 
opportunities to ask questions, 
to get individual advice and 
physical attention which made 
attending the week particularly 
rewarding. The sessions sparked 
conversations and discussions 
with fellow dance peers which 
reinforced the feeling of support.

– Orla Shine
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FIRST LOOKS

22 & 26 May   
Ultima Thule (Catherine Young)  
90 audience over two presentations; 

29 May   
In the Thicket (Gavin Kostick,  
Megan Kennedy and Aedin Cosgrove)  
25 audience. 

First Looks is a studio platform 
opportunity, presented in partnership 
with DDF for international presenters 
attending the festival.  

 
…an invaluable experience 
allowing me to share ideas 
and sections of a new work I 
was researching as part of my 
Associate Artist tenure. Trying 
these ideas out in front of a live 
audience, testing things I had 
queries on to see how they would 
work or be received and ask 
questions to the audience, has 
since allowed me to re-evaluate 
where I will take the work and 
solidified my vision for the piece. 
It proved to be a critical sounding 
board for me, allowing me the 
opportunity to present but also 
subsequently the opportunity to 
go back to the studio and rework 
things. A real luxury to have had 
as a presenting artist. 

– Catherine Young 

DANCE DRAMATURGY WORKSHOPS

23 and 24 November 
Merel Heering  

Seven participants attended the two-
day workshops. Dance Ireland awarded 
scholarships to Laura Sarah Dowdall  
and Vivian Brody Hayes. This was  
a partnership with Maiden Voyage  
Dance, NI. 

RE-PRESENTING IRELAND 

22, 23, 29 and 30 May  
195 audience    

Post-show discussion 30 May, facilitated 
by Ciaran Walsh, Culture Ireland.

Re-Presenting Ireland is a showcase 
initiative by Culture Ireland, Dance 
Ireland and Dublin Dance Festival. In 
response to an open call, we received 17 
proposals (from 16 artists). The selection 
panel comprised Julia Carruthers (DDF), 
Niamh O’Donnell (Mermaid Arts Centre), 
Jesper de Neergaard (Bora, Bora 
Festival, Aarhus, Denmark) and Laura 
Eaton-Lewis (The Work Room, Glasgow).

Four solos (in various stages of 
development) were selected for 
the showcase: In This Now - Lucia 
Kickham; My Own Man / Mad Notion 
- Luke Murphy; NOW - Oona Doherty; 
Pantastic!! - Deirdre Griffin. 

NEW MOVEMENTS

New Movements is a showcase 
opportunity to present work ‘fresh 
from the studio’ in a low/no tech studio 
context, followed by an audience Q&A. 
We hosted eight sharing with an average 
audience of 23:  

• 23 January    
Margi Cole (International Associate 
Artist/International Guest Teacher) 

• 13 February    
Alba Lorca (Dance Ireland Residency) 

• 15 March    
Christina Planas Leitão  
(International Associate Artist) 

• 01 May    
Karen Nelson  
(International guest teacher) 

• 10 July    
Stephanie Dufresne & dancers  
(Dance Ireland Residency)  

• 08 August   
Step Up: Dance Project    
Hopscotch (choreographer  
Hélene Cathala)  

• 04 September   
Alexandra Waierstall & Dancers 
(International Associate Artist)  

• 11 September   
Sokalo – Atlantic Rhythms:  
A dance Show Uniting Irish and 
Quebecois Traditions  

02 July    
BOOK LAUNCH & RECEPTION

We hosted a reception marking the 
publication of Dr Jennifer Roche’s 
Multiplicity, Embodiment and the 
Contemporary Dancer; Moving Identities 
(Palgrave McMillan 2015).  
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Step Up is managed by Dance Limerick, 
and supported by a Steering Committee 
comprising Paul Johnson (Dance 
Ireland), Mary Nunan (University of 
Limerick), Victoria O’Brien (Arts Council) 
and Jenny Traynor (Dance Limerick). 
The artistic selection panel comprised 
Victoria O’Brien, Jenny Traynor, Lisa 
McLoughlin, with contributions from 
Anica Louw and Laura Murphy.  

The 2015 company: Marion Cronin, 
Jessie Keenan, Olwyn Lyons, Amy Robyn 
Lyster, and Hayley Cunningham, worked 
under the direction of choreographer 
Hélene Cathala, creating Hopscotch 
which was presented at Dance Limerick, 
Firkin Crane and DanceHouse. 

FRIDAY NEW WORKS

Friday 11 December  
53 audience 

HEAR ME SING YOUR SONG  
(Liv O’Donoghue) 

As We Know It  
(Sibeál Davitt & Kristyn Fontanella).  

In response to an open call, we received 
5 proposals, and selected two works, 
which resonated with the themes 
informing our atelier Who Am I?  
The pieces were selected internally.  

Communicating Dance  
DRAFF: AN EXHIBITION

Fumbally Exchange, Dublin  
14 to 23 May 

Communicating Dance was a 
partnership between K3 - Zentrum für 
Choreographie (DE), Hrvatski institut za 
pokret i ples (HR), Comune di Bassano 

11 July 
MEETSHAREDANCE FESTIVAL 2015 

We hosted an evening sharing  
of work from festival participants, 
combining performances and videos, 
for an audience of 95 participants.  
MeetShareDance took place in 
residence at UCD and involved  
national and international artists  
and companies including Douglas Scott/
Full Radius Dance (USA), Indepen-dance 
(Scotland) and Counterbalance Dance 
Company (Ireland).   

DANCE TALKS  

A series of artist-led conversations; with 
an average audience of 10:  

• 19 Feb   
Fresh Paintings, visual artist  
Jeanette Doyle in conversation  
with Vaari Claffey; 

• 22 Sep   
Dance Curation, Liz Roche in 
conversation with Paul Johnson;  

• 27 Oct   
DRAFF, Liv O’Donoghue, Rachel 
Donnelly & José Miguel Jiménez  
in conversation 

• 24 Nov   
Dance Dramaturgy, Merel Heering  
in conversation with Paul Johnson. 

STEP UP: DANCE PROJECT

Hopscotch 
DanceHouse, 08 August  
49 audience

Step Up: Dance Project is a partnership 
between the Arts Council, Dance  
Ireland, Dance Limerick and the 
University of Limerick. 

del Grappa (IT), Dansateliers (NL), 
Dance Ireland  and Le Pacifique / CDC 
(FR). A two-year co-operation project 
supported in Ireland by Léargas, focused 
on enhancing communication skills for 
participants and partners (2 from each 
country plus 1 partner representative) 
which concluded in July 2015. 

Dance Ireland participants were 
choreographer Liv O’Donoghue and 
writer Rachel Donnelly with Paul 
Johnson (Dance Ireland representative). 
Fearghus Ó Conchúir was engaged as 
the facilitator for the project, facilitating 
sessions held in Bassano del Grappa, 
Grenoble, Hamburg and Zagreb in 2015. 

Participants undertook a local project. 
Liv and Rachel (with José Miguel 
Jiménez) undertook the curation of 
DRAFF: an exhibition, at Fumbally 
Exchange, Dublin; 14 to 23 May (515 
recorded visitors).  

Supported by Dance Ireland, DRAFF: 
an exhibition focused on the working 
process of DDF artists selected by the 
curators. The multi-media exhibition 
incorporated sound, visuals and objects.  

www.communicatingdance.eu  
www.draff.net   

LÉIM – MIND YOUR STEP  
SYMPOSIUM &  
PERFORMANCE TRAIL

07 and 08 March 

Led by Dance Ireland, Léim was a two-
year partnership involving CSC /Bassano 
del Grappa (IT), Dance House Lemesos 
(CY), Mercat de les Flors Barcelona 
(ES) and TanzHaus nrw Düsseldorf (DE) 
funded by the EU Culture Programme. 
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Panellists comprising city planners, 
architects and artists, included Sean 
Harrington, Terry Prendergast, Betty 
Ashe, Samuel Bishop, Ríonach Ní Néill 
and Bernadette Divilly.  

Performance Trail (08 March) curated by 
Giulia Galvan, combined commissioned 
works and restaged pieces for (two) 
performance trails through Dublin 
Docklands, featuring The River Will 
Still Run to the Sea (Choreography 
Catherine Young); Niche (Choreography 
Fearghus Ó Conchúir, Stephane Hisler 
& Jarek Cemerek); Sometimes We 
Break (Choreography Jessica Kennedy 
& Megan Kennedy) and Low_lying 
(Choreography Jessie Keenan, Robbie 
Blake & Ciara McKeon), playing to 
capacity houses for both performance 
trails (over 100 people).   

ATELIER / SYMPOSIUM  
WHO AM I? AN EXPLORATION 
OF HOW ARTISTIC IDENTITY IS 
MAINTAINED IN A NOMADIC LIFE 

11 and 12 December  
56 attendances  

A two-day gathering attracting  
national and international participants 
focusing on questions surrounding 
identity, mobility and migration, from  
the perspective of the professional 
dance practitioner. 

Dance Ireland participants were:  
arts managers Sheila Creevey and 
Eleanor Creighton.  

Mind Your Step, a two-day symposium 
and performance trail was curated by 
Giulia Galvan (IT) with the support of 
Eleanor Creighton and Argyris Argyrou 
(CY). It was one of three performance 
projects selected under Module C. 
Other projects took place in Bassano 
del Grappa (2014), and Barcelona & 
Düsseldorf in 2015.  

Dance Ireland project managed  
Mind Your Step, supporting Giulia and 
team realise the project. In addition  
we provided Madeline Boughton 
(mentor) to assist in the learning  
process for participants. 

Symposium (07 March) curated by 
Eleanor Creighton, was presented in  
two discussion sessions at DanceHouse 
facilitated by architect and urban  
planner Emma Curley. 

Topic Panel 1:  
Dublin’s Docklands – Culture,  
Community & City Building

Topic Panel 2:  
Making Space for People in Cities

Featuring keynotes from Dr Guy Cools 
(In-between Dance Cultures: on the 
migratory identity of Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui 
and Akram Khan) and Dr Jennifer Roche 
(Traces from elsewhere: Nomadism, 
artistic identity and contemporary 
dance); performances from Su-Feh Lee 
(Vancouver, Canada) The Things I Carry 
and Manuel Roque (Quebec, Canada) 
Black Matter; lecture demonstration 
from Meagan O’Shea (Vancouver, 
Canada) Artistic Identity  
& Global Mobility, with panellists 
Dr Karen Till and Prof Gerry Kearns 
(Department of Geography, NUI 
Maynooth, Ireland) and dance artists 
Fearghus Ó Conchúir (Ireland/UK), 
Philip Connaughton (Ireland), Alexandra 
Waierstall (Cyprus/Germany), Maria 
Nilsson Waller (Sweden/Ireland) and arts 
manager Mary Brady (Ireland).  

Conceived and curated by Dance Ireland 
with the support of Benjamin Perchet 
(DDF) and presented with the support 
of the European Dance House Network, 
Who Am I? is one of a number of 
ateliers and sharing events taking place 
throughout Europe under the umbrella  
of the network (2014-2017). 
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Open House on Saturday 14 November 
featured informal presentations from 
Company B, Dublin Youth Dance 
Company and Irish National Youth  
Ballet, culminating in a party for a 
combined (audience and participants) 
group of 125.  

SUPPORT SERVICES

Throughout the year, we met and 
provided a range of advice, information, 
contacts and letters of support to 
members in support of their proposals, 
including 74 meetings with members.  

In addition we are a first point of contact 
for a range of national and international 
public/non-member enquiries by email, 
telephone and in person, 94 logged. 

We provided 62 letters of support 
(including endorsements and 
references), plus entering into 
partnerships arrangements, in support 
of members’ local, national and 
international funding applications.   

LOCAL INITIATIVES

Local Initiatives is our means of 
providing opportunities for local  
and city-wide groups to engage  
with DanceHouse and the Dance  
Ireland community.  

For over 40 weeks, we provide weekly 
support (free and subsided studios) to 
Macushla Dance Club; Company B; Irish 
National Youth Ballet and Dublin Youth 
Dance Company. 

For a second year, we partnered with 
Dublin Youth Dance Company on a 
choreographic residency for young 
dancers working on the creation of 
new choreography (choreographer Toni 
Bravo) which was presented as part of 
the Irish Youth Dance Festival in June.  

In a new development, we commenced 
hosting Dance for People with 
Parkinson’s, led by Ailish Claffey. 

FUNDING ADVICE &  
SUPPORT CLINICS 

were held: 

• 03 Sept   
DanceHouse

• 01 Oct     
DanceHouse

• 28 Oct    
DanceHouse

• 05 Nov    
Irish World Academy  
of Music & Dance, UL 

• 03 Dec    
DanceHouse 
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The members present discussed and 
endorsed an amendment to membership 
proposed by the board:  membership 
is open to Irish born artists, or artists 
resident in Ireland. 

DANCE IRELAND MEMBERSHIP 

(as of 31 December 2015):198. 

Subsequent to the AGM, and  
informed by members’ feedback, the 
board agreed to henceforth operate 
membership on a 12-month rolling basis. 

Co-opted director chartered accountant 
John Malone was introduced by the 
Chairperson to the meeting and his 
appointment was welcomed with a 
round of applause. 

Two new directors, Aoife Courtney 
and Maria Nilsson Waller were elected, 
Michelle Cahill and Richard Johnson 
were re-elected and Megan Kennedy 
retired from board after serving 9-years. 

AGM TUESDAY 21 APRIL 2015 
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Members reviewed and approved the 2014 
AGM minutes, 2014 Directors’ Report and 
Financial Statements, 2014 Annual Report 
and re-appointed Byrne, Moreau, Connell  
as auditors. 

The board of directors is a non-
executive board, encompassing a 
variety of skills in dance, legal and 
financial affairs, marketing and project 
management. We maintain an up-to-date 
profile of each director on our website: 
www.danceireland.ie/about/people. 

Directors are elected from the 
membership and co-opted. 

All co-opted positions are endorsed  
at the AGM. Directors are appointed  
to serve a 2-year term (renewable)  
and can serve up to a maximum of  
6 consecutive years. 

Some directors are practitioners and 
are eligible in line with our Memo and 
Articles, to apply for Dance Ireland 
awards, opportunities and other 
supports. Directors are subject to the 
same eligibility criteria as all members. 
In those instances, where a director 
applies for an award, opportunity or 
other financial support, they absent 
themselves (by declaring a conflict of 
interest) from all involvement related to 

The board of directors is committed  
to maintaining the highest standards  
of governance. 

The Dance Ireland Governance 
Framework, a suite of documents, 
which sets out our policies, roles and 
responsibilities, and our systems 
and procedures which guide how we 
conduct business, available from  
www.danceireland.ie/about/governance. 

In 2015, the board of directors 
established committees to further 
support its work:

Finance Committee  
Chaired by John Malone with  
Richard Johnson and Richard Wakely

Governance Committee   
Chaired by Joseph O’Hanlon with  
Anne Maher and Maria Nilsson Waller.  

Fundraising Committee   
Chaired by Aoife Courtney with  
Michelle Cahill and Anne Maher.   

the process. The board has developed 
a comprehensive conflict of interest 
policy, which is strictly adhered to. 

The board’s functions are overseeing  
the organisation’s mission, ensuring 
proper financial management and 
maintaining good governance. The 
board meets quarterly; meetings were 
held in February, April, June, September 
and November 2015. The board  
also undertook a facilitated vision day 
in November. 

The responsibility for Dance Ireland 
is vested in the board of directors, 
but management of Dance Ireland is 
delegated to the Chief Executive.  

Following the 2015 AGM, the board  
of directors were: 

• Anne Maher    
Chairperson 

• Richard Johnson   
Deputy Chairperson

• Joseph O’Hanlon   
Company Secretary

• Michelle Cahill

• Aoife Courtney

• John Malone

• Maria Nilsson Waller 

• Richard Wakely  

 

DANCE IREL AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The board of directors is committed  
to maintaining the highest standards  
of governance. 
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We are committed to maintaining 
DanceHouse as an inclusive home 
for dance in Ireland. We host a 
comprehensive evening class 
programme (including Dance Ireland 
promotions), Local Initiatives and provide 
dance related activities, exhibitions, 
performances, talks for the benefit of all.  

Personnel changes in 2015; Inga Byrne 
resigned in February. Aoife Bauer 
resigned in May. Siân Cunningham 
resigned in November. We welcomed 
Catherine Finn in June and Hazel 
Hodgins in October. 

The Dance Ireland executive delivers the 
programme as agreed by the board.   

We maintain the confidence of our 
members, funders and users through  
our commitment to a coherent programme, 
clear operating policies and a transparent 
decision-making process.

contemporary dance, traditional Irish 
dance, ethnic forms and hybrid dance 
forms, whether working individually or 
collaboratively, as a company or through 
an interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary 
practice. 

We are committed to proper 
remuneration of all artists we work with.  

We employ on a contract for 
services basis freelance national and 
international dance specialists, curators, 
teachers and arts practitioners to assist 
us in delivering our programme. 

We acknowledge our responsibility to be 
accountable and also to clearly explain 
our decision-making process.   

Dance Ireland is a member organisation. 
While we represent and advocate 
on behalf of the best interests of the 
sector, our priority is our members. 
We operate a members’ rate and a 
non-members’ rate. We welcome non-
members to our Training Programme; 
however our Development Programme 
is for the benefit of members. We 
value all forms of dance equally 
and actively work to support dance 
artists realise their creative potential, 
including those working within ballet, 

DANCE IREL AND POLICY AND PROCEDURES 
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Reporting to the Chief Executive,  
Hazel is responsible for the delivery  
of the artistic programme, with special 
responsibility for membership.  

Catherine Finn  
Administrator   
catherine.finn@danceireland.ie

Reporting to the General Manager, 
Catherine is responsible for book 
keeping, office administration and  
venue support. 

Sara Geoghegan &  
David Collins 
Venue Assistants    
reception@danceireland.ie        

Reporting to the General Manager,  
Sara and David are responsible  
for DanceHouse reception, front- 
of-house and also provides 
administrative support.    

Paul Johnson  
Chief Executive     
paul.johnson@danceireland.ie  

Reporting to the board, Paul is 
responsible for the management  
of the organisation, including liaising 
with funders, partnership development 
and ensuring Dance Ireland adheres  
to its remit and mandate. 

Siân Cunningham 
General Manager  
(until Nov 2015)            

Reporting to the Chief Executive, 
the General Manager is responsible 
for financial management, with 
responsibility for the day to day running 
of DanceHouse and Dance Ireland.  

Hazel Hodgins 
Programme Manager    
hazel.hodgins@danceireland.ie    

Placements:     
Eliénor Martin (June) and  
Christiana Antonoudiou (July)

Digital & Print Design:    
Pixel Design

IT support:     
The IT Guys 

Insurers:     
First Ireland 

Accountants:     
Byrne Moreau Connell  

Bankers:     
Bank of Ireland

Solicitors:     
Eversheds  

We employ all other staff (cleaning, 
security and maintenance) on a  
contract for services basis. 
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Dance Ireland is a not-for-profit, national 
resource membership organization  
with charitable status, supporting all 
forms of dance, with a non-executive 
board of directors and employing  
six full-time staff.  

Dance Ireland is the trading name  
of the Association of Professional 
Dancers in Ireland Ltd.  

Dance Ireland is funded by the Arts 
Council and Dublin City Council. 

In 2015 we received project support 
from Culture Ireland, Creative Europe, 
Léargas and EDN. 

Additional income is generated  
from membership fees, programme 
activities and studio rentals. 

Dance Ireland operates DanceHouse  
on license from Dublin City Council. 

CULTUR AL PARTNERS AND FUNDERS

TYRONE GUTHRIE
CENTRE
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