June 2008 Newsletter:January 2008 Newsletter.qxd

04/06/2008

11:28

Page 1

JUNE 2008

dance ireland

NEWS

June 2008 Newsletter:January 2008 Newsletter.qxd

04/06/2008

11:28

Page 2

Dance Ireland, the trading name of the Association of Professional Dancers in Ireland Ltd., was established in 1989 as
a membership-led organisation dedicated to the promotion of professional dance practice in Ireland. Since that time it
has evolved into a national, strategic resource organisation whose core aims include the promotion of dance as a
vibrant artform, the provision of support and practical resources for professional dance artists and advocacy on dance
and choreography issues.
Dance Ireland also manages DanceHouse, a purpose-built, state-of-the-art dance rehearsal venue, located in the heart
of Dublin’s north-east inner city. DanceHouse is at the heart of Dance Ireland activities, as well as being a home for
professional dance artists and the wider dance community. In addition to hosting our comprehensive artistic
programme of professional classes, seminars and workshops, performances, and a fully-equipped artists’ resource
room, DanceHouse offers a range of evening classes to cater to the interests and needs of the general public.

BOARD MEMBERS
Adrienne Brown, Acting Chairperson; John Scott, Vice-Chairperson; Megan Kennedy, Secretary;
Cindy Cummings, Lisa McLoughlin, Anne Maher, Fearghus Ó Conchúir, Gaby Smith.
DANCE IRELAND PERSONNEL
Paul Johnson, Chief Executive
Siân Cunningham, General Manager
Elisabetta Bisaro, Development Officer
Duncan Keegan, Administrator
Brenda Crea & Glenn Montgomery, Receptionists/Administrative Assistants
Dance Ireland, DanceHouse, Liberty Corner, Foley Street, Dublin 1.
Tel: 01 855 8800 Fax: 01 819 7529
Email: info@danceireland.ie Website: www.danceireland.ie
Dance Ireland News is published 12 times a year
Published by Dance Ireland, DanceHouse, Liberty Corner, Foley St, Dublin 1, Ireland.
Printed by CRM Design & Print, Unit 6, Bridgecourt Office Park, Walkinstown Ave. Dublin 12, Ireland.

ISSN 1649-9506
Disclaimer
Dance Ireland reserves the right to edit or amend all articles or notices published in this magazine.
The views expressed are those of contributors or editor and do not necessarily represent the views of
Dance Ireland members.

Cover: Irish Youth Dance Festival Source: DYDC/Dun Laoghaire Arts Office
Photo: Christina Gangos
Deadlines for next edition:
July 2008
Copy & Photos: Friday 13 June

Inserts: Friday 20 June

All photos submitted must be accompanied by appropriate credits and acknowledgements
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News
INTRODUCTION
Everything, at some time, has to take a pause. And at this time of the year, even the sun itself
appears to stand still at the apex of its annual climb, waits, poised; and then begins its
inevitable, gentle fall into the fall. We all know that we can only go so high, go so far, for so long;
we all know that there will come a time when we have to stop, to pause, to catch our breath…
But don’t hold your breath - we’re not quite there yet, as a glance through this issue of Dance
Ireland News will soon confirm. We’ve got news of our forthcoming international guest
residency with Elizabeth Corbett; an article in which Olwen Grindley shares her recent
experience in Grenoble as a participant on our international exchange programme; a heads up
on a week long residency with reciprocal international exchange participant Annabelle
Bonnéry and finally, information about an exciting new scheme for dance artists engaged in
choreographic work – Summer Residencies @ DanceHouse.
It’ll be no surprise to most of you that we’re not alone in making that one final push before
summer – our company news sections is crammed with news, notices and performance details
from members throughout the country. After all, as a member-led organisation, all our
members, individual and organisational, recognise just how much Dance Ireland’s support,
advice and profile can assist them in realising their full potential. But to continue to offer all this,
we need you to do something. Take a moment to renew your membership with us. Existing
members will have received a renewal form already, but if you haven’t, membership forms and
a detailed explanation of the benefits of membership are available on our website
www.danceireland.ie. And finally, if you have any other queries, please feel free to contact our
administrator at members@danceireland.ie.

Finally, we wish to remind members that, as summer has arrived, from 7 July to 15 August,
no morning class will be held in DanceHouse. However, for those wishing to do warm up
sessions or general conditioning work, a studio will be made available during the weeks
7-11 July, 14-18 July, 28 July – 1 Aug and 11 – 15 Aug for the usual 10am to 11.30am period. Morning class will resume on Monday, 18 August.

EVENING CLASSES THIS JUNE AT DANCEHOUSE
For further details, please see www.danceireland.ie.
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DANCE IRELAND PROGRAMME
studies at the School of American Ballet
and training with Marjorie Mussman - Elizabeth
danced first with the Joffrey Ballet and then
with the Frankfurt Ballet for many years. Since
dancing with the Frankfurt Ballet she has been
teaching ballet, Forsythe repertory and
improvisation technologies for The Forsythe
Foundation and independently internationally.
Most recently she has been affiliated with the
American Dance Festival, teaching her full
range of course studies to young dancers,
professionals and Masters of Fine Arts students.
She has taught for ten years at “PARTS” and was
Dance Development Coordinator there for six
years. 2007 marks her 12th year of engagement
at Impulstanz, Vienna. Other recent guest
teaching affiliations include: Tanz im August
Berlin, Circuit-est in Montreal, Kuopio Dance
Festival, D.A.N.C.E. (European apprenticeship
program) and Rosas, Brussels.

INTERNATIONAL GUEST RESIDENCY
WITH ELIZABETH CORBETT
Date: 3-6 June
Time: 10am - 12 noon
Venue: DanceHouse
Fees: €12 (members); €14 (non-members)
Elizabeth offers a classical ballet class with
emphasis
on
alignment,
musicality
and discovering freedom to move well within
this genre. She draws from a broad range of
dance influences and experiences, traditional to
unconventional. This is a ballet class within
which you’ll explore; organisation of directions
in the body and in space, clarifying and
simplifying body placement issues and
mechanics, differentiation in movement
qualities, weight, speed and focus. She draws
from her professional dance experience, her
background in classical dance education and
current influences from classical to
contemporary in her teaching. Elizabeth has
taught for companies and institutions ranging
from Rosas/PARTS to the Paris Opera Ballet,
Impulstanz Vienna, American Dance Festival
and many others worldwide for fifteen years.

SUMMER RESIDENCIES @
DANCEHOUSE
Are you a dance artist looking for space and
time to try out a new choreographic idea or to
further develop a project you are already
working on? Dance Ireland offers you the
opportunity to avail of free studio space in
residence at DanceHouse during the summer
months of June and July. The following time
slots and studios are available:

Photo: E. Corbett

A native of Rochester, NY– where she received
her early training followed by a scholarship

16-20 June

Studio 4 & 5

10am-6pm

23-27 June

Studio 3

12-6pm

7-11 July

Studio 3

12-6pm

14-18 July

Studio 4
Studio 6

12-6pm
10am-6pm

28 July – 1 Aug

Studio 6

12-6pm

This offer is open to all professional category
members of Dance Ireland on a first-come,
first-served basis. A maximum of two weeks

Elizabeth Corbett
4
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will be offered to any individual artist and on
the understanding studios will not be used for
any fee-paying activities, such as classes or
workshops. All those interested in applying for
a summer residency should contact Elisabetta
(elisabetta.bisaro@danceireland.ie) specifying
the time slot and studio they intend to avail of.

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
PROGRAMME

Photo: A. Bonnéry

As part of our International Exchange
Programme with Le Pacifique|CDC Grenoble,
Dance Ireland will host French dancer and
choreographer Annabelle Bonnéry for a week
residency from 30 June to 4 July. A dancer with
Rui Horta, the CCN of Grenoble/JC Gallotta
and Maguy Marin, Annabelle founded the
company Lanabel with François Deneulin in
1998. Her most recent works include Je est un
autre, Mém(n)oire, 9mn, Les Caudataires and Qué
calor. In 2007, she created – EXCITE – at
O Espaço do Tempo/ Portugal and the solo
Virus//Antivirus at the Maison de la Culture in
Grenoble. This piece will be performed as part
of Biennale de la Danse de Lyon later in
September. Annabelle has also been
commissioned by Scottish Dance Theatre and
has been invited to participate in the project
COLINA (European Artistic Laboratory). Parallel
to the choreographic work, Annabelle regularly
teaches for NDDT in Denmark, SDT in Scotland,
NorrDans in Sweden, Charleroi Danses in
Belgium, Nurnberg Ballet in Germany, the
Centre Choreographique de Grenoble/J.C
Gallotta.

Annabelle Bonnéry
work with other choreographers defines my
dance universe whose fundamental motor is the
tension created by the seeking of the risk and the
awareness of the limit. All kinds of human
relations draw my curiosity. A sudden change of
posture or attitude, a light gesture shearing the
room, always mirror an inner unease, anxiety,
fragility rippling from the observed to the
observer’.

During her residency, Annabelle will be
exploring new creative ideas through teaching
and studio research time. After teaching
professional morning class, Annabelle proposes
to give an ‘Atelier de Transmission’ in which she
will teach participating Irish dancers her solo ‘9
mn’ (a snapshot of the solo can be viewed on
http://www.diffusart.fr/video/9mn/mov/index.
html). The idea of this workshop arises from
Annabelle’s desire to exchange her practice
with the local dance community, reflecting her
fundamental belief that ‘the continuous
exchange between my own research and the

While the workshop is free, dancers interested
in participating must be ready to commit to the
whole week. A minimum of five people is
required for the workshop to be held. Please
register your interest by emailing Elisabetta at
elisabetta.bisaro@danceireland.ie.
Annabelle‘s residency will culminate with an
informal showing followed by Q&A on Friday,
4 July, 6pm in DanceHouse. The showing is
open and free of charge but booking is
required. Please contact info@danceireland.ie
or phone 01 8558800 to reserve your place.
5

June 2008 Newsletter:January 2008 Newsletter.qxd

REPORT ON EXCHANGE
BETWEEN DANCE IRELAND AND
LE PACIFIQUE | CDC

04/06/2008

11:29

Page 6

Michèle Noiret at the Maison de la Danse in
Lyon – Les Arpenteurs
Jean-Christophe Paré at Le Pacifique | CDC –
Le corps de l’oeuvre, le corps à l’oeuvre (a lecture
demonstration)

Olwen Grindley reports on her recent experience
in Grenoble, March 2008

The various meetings and discussions I had
during my week in Grenoble were also
extremely interesting and enlightening.
Meeting Christiane Blaise and her team at Le
Pacifique | CDC, I learned the history of the
centre, originally designed as a home for the
Christiane Blaise company, but now an
important resource for many artists in the area,
comprising a dance studio, a studio theatre, a
Tai Chi studio, changing rooms, office space,
kitchen space and a rest area. In discussions
with Christiane, Jean-Marc Menu and Tatiana
Galleau, I learned about how the centre is
funded and run.

I was invited to teach for a week in Le Pacifique
| CDC in Grenoble, as part of an artistic
exchange that will bring Annabelle Bonnéry
to Dublin to teach for Dance Ireland this July. It
was a most enriching experience, between
meeting the people who came to take my class,
access to a studio in the afternoons to work on
my own, the performances I was taken to see
and the meetings that were organised with
various people working in dance and the arts.
The ability of the students who took my class
was mixed, but everyone was more than
capable of taking something from the week. I
enjoy being able to share the knowledge that I
have gathered as a dancer with people who are
willing to learn.

Spending time with Tatiana and Philippe
Quoturel, I gained an insight into the various
activities and artists working in Le Pacifique |
CDC and the Grenoble area.

I spent a number of hours talking to one of the
class participants, Christel Brink, who is a
choreographer and performance artist, and we
shared work with one another, which is always
a great privilege. I believe that artists need to
show and discuss their work with like-minded
people, without the danger of negative
criticism, and this was made possible for me by
this exchange, something I greatly appreciate.

I had quite a long meeting with Michèle
Ferrier-Barbut, Secretary General of the
Observatoire des Politiques Culturelles, an
independent cultural umbrella organisation
that, amongst many other activities, advises the
French government on artistic policy. It is partfunded by the government, but mostly
independently
financed
by
research
commissions. What I drew from this meeting
was the very exciting opportunity to connect
the Observatoire with Dance Ireland, with a
view to accessing information that could be
very beneficial to the Irish dance community.

As we are all aware, having access to studio
space in which to work is a luxury most of us
struggle to afford, so it was fantastic to have the
space made available to me for the afternoons.
Again, this was greatly appreciated.
Coming from Ireland, where there are few
opportunities outside of the annual dance
festival to see dance performances, it was
incredible to be able to see three very varied
performances within one week, and all either in
Grenoble or within an hour’s journey from the
town, and to meet with so many other
companies and artists based in the area. The
performances I saw were:

I also had a meeting with Hélène Azarro, part of
the management team of the Centre
Choréographique National de Grenoble and the
company of Jean-Claude Galotta, which is based
in the centre. The meeting was once more very
interesting and rewarding, offering the
possibility of drawing on the network of teachers
who work with the company and inviting them
to Ireland as guest teachers. I was also given a
tour of the studios and part of the building and
its facilities – offices, dressing rooms, café, etc.

Mathilde Monnier at the MC2 in Grenoble –
Tempo 76
6
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Graduate Diploma/MA in Dance
This programme of study has been designed for
those in full-time employment. The Graduate
Diploma is a one year, part-time course, which
runs on 14 Saturdays during the academic year
and full-time for the month of July. Developed
with teachers in mind, it also addresses the needs
and interests of dance artists. The programme
offers dance practice and theory to anybody
wishing to develop dance skills for work in
various settings, such as the community and
specialist centres for people with a disability, as
well as within the school system.

Annabelle Bonnery, my opposite number in
the exchange and director of Cie Lanabel
Bénédicte Goinard, independent company
administrator
Emmanuelle Bibard, working for
Biennale de Lyon) and Le Pacifique | CDC
Bernadette Leguil, director of
Centre National de la Danse de Lyon
Benjamin Perchet, programmer for
Maison de la Danse in Lyon

The Masters programme is an additional year of
part-time independent research, which allows
students to undertake study in a particular area
of interest such as, education, history,
performance, disability etc.

I hope to be able to maintain the connections
that have been established through this
exchange, enabling me to facilitate the flow of
information and people in both directions, with
the ultimate aim of benefiting all who are
involved.

For further information contact:
Teresa Leahy, Programme Director; email:
teresa.leahy@ul.ie; Ph.: 061-202807
Applications Forms can be obtained from the
Postgraduate Admissions Office, University of
Limerick. Phone: +353-61-233638/
233285/233286
Email: postgradadmissions@ul.ie

I would like to extend my gratitude to all at Le
Pacifique | CDC for hosting this exchange, and
also for the warm welcome and the generosity
they showed me in the week that I was there. I
feel very privileged to have been given such
broad and open access to people and
information and I found my week hugely
enriching and rewarding on both the personal
and professional levels. Thank you!

DANCE IRELAND
EQUIPMENT HIRE
A range of equipment is available to hire, with
special discounted rates for Dance Ireland
members.

IRISH THEATRE ARTISTS DATABASE

Ballet Barres
Dance Floors
Digital Camera
Digital Camcorder
DVD/Video Combos
IPod Speaker
Digital Kawai CN370 Piano
Portable TV Trolleys
Projectors
Projector Screens
TVs
For more information about rates and rental
conditions please contact info@danceireland.ie
or call Brenda or Glenn at 01 8558800.

Irish Theatre Institute is delighted to
announce that the Irish Theatre Artists
database is now live for searching. We have had
an excellent response from freelance
practitioners of all kinds working in theatre and
dance in Ireland, and have nearly 400 profiles
online, with another 250 pending.
The Irish Theatre Artists database is accessible
on our website and new registrations are
accepted on an ongoing basis. So whether
you’re a choreographer looking for the right
dancer for your show, a director seeking a
movement director or a dance artist wishing to
raise your profile, www.irishtheatreonline.com
is the site for you.

www.danceireland.ie
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COMPANY NEWS
Morleigh Steinberg and produced by Red Jam
Productions.
See listings for dates and times.

JUNK ENSEMBLE
Photo: Rex Levitates

junk ensemble is currently in residence at the
Hugh Lane Gallery in Dublin, where it is
making a site-specific piece at the end of June
in collaboration with Hugh Lane Outreach
Project. And later this summer, The Rain Party
(winner of Jayne Snow Award) is touring to
Erlangen, Germany as part of ARENA Festival
from 24 to 29 June… hoping for rain all the
way. For more on the festival, visit www.arenafestival.de

Unsung, Micheál Ó Súilleabháin, Grant
McLay, Liz Roche and Philip Connaughton

REX LEVITATES DANCE COMPANY
This month sees a new work Unsung by Liz
Roche in collaboration with Micheál Ó
Súilleabháin for the Éigse Carlow. Unsung is a
re-interpretation of the rules of how traditional
Irish dances are put together; exploring where
their impetus in movement comes from, how
this can be adapted and made relevant to the
modern dancers body. Housed within the
performance structure of the traditional Irish
session, the formal and improvisational
structures that form the basis of the traditional
dances and music will be re-interpreted
creating a new fusion between modern bodies,
traditional instruments and the audience.

Finally, junk ensemble recently facilitated
hugely successful workshops as part of Dublin
Dance Festival 2008 at The Ark, Cultural Centre
for Children, and is currently working with
Fergus Byrne for the Wrestlers Project, to be
made into a dance film.
For more information or any junk enquiries,
please check www.junkensemble.com or
email info@junkensemble.com.

Photo: Bih D’Inf

Featuring new and existing music and
performed live by Micheál Ó Súilleabháin, a cast
of four world class dancers and the voice of
sean nós maestro Iarla Ó Lionáird, Unsung
promises a whole new and dynamic creative
experience within both the traditional and
modern dance genres.
This piece is developed from the short film
Unsung which was commissioned by RTE’s
Dance On THe Box 2008/ The Arts Council/
Filmbase, choreographed by Liz Roche, music
direction by Micheál Ó Súilleabháin, directed by

The Banquet, J. Kennedy, M. Kennedy.

www.danceireland.ie
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MYRIAD DANCE
Call for applications: SONRAIGH Youth Dance
Festival 2008

Photo: Daghdha Dance

Myriad Dance in conjunction with the Arts
Department, Wexford County Council will host
the 2nd annual SONRAIGH Youth Dance Festival
from 28 to 30 November 2008.
Each year, SONRAIGH (meaning ‘to observe’)
offers youth dance groups from Ireland and
abroad a national performance and workshop
platform to present work over a three-day
festival. In so doing, the festival illustrates the
artistic credibility, importance and breadth of
youth dance in Ireland. This showcase of a
variety of youth dance activities – in theatres
and other less conventional sites around the
town of Wexford – is complemented by
professional guest performances and
workshops in dance and other related artforms.
This year SONRAIGH will culminate in an
exciting gala evening of performances in our
main venue, the new Opera House in Wexford.

Sense and Meaning, Elena Gianotti

DAGHDHA DANCE CO.
Daghdha Artistic Director Michael Klien has
been invited to present four different works at
June Event, an exciting and unique festival in
Paris on Thursday, 19 June, demonstrating the
best of European choreographers.

Myriad Dance invites expressions of interest in
participating in SONRAIGH 2008. We are
interested in hearing from groups involved in
all areas of youth arts, dance and movement –
not just dance companies, but theatre
companies, film groups etc. SONRAIGH events
will include:

The evening sees dancer Elena Giannotti
perform Sense And Meaning, a solo piece
conceived and choreographed by Klien. This is
followed by mediated dance work Einem, with
guest dancer Nicole Peisl (Forsythe Company,
Frankfurt), Standing in Ink, a duet created for
Mark Carberry and Laura Dannequin and the
revival of Im Fett with Elena Giannotti and
Stephane Hisler.

Photo: Myriad Dance

Taking place at La Cartoucherie, Paris, June
Event is a bi-annual dance festival initiated by
renowned dancer and choreographer Carolyn
Carlson in partnership with Julie Brochen,
director of Theatre de l’Aquarium. This year’s
festival programme is run in partnership with
the Finnish Institute and the Irish Cultural
Centre, directed by Sheila Pratschke.
Bookings for Daghdha’s performances at Theatre
de l’Aquarium can be made by contacting
+33 1 43 74 99 61; for further information
visit www.junevents.com.
County Wexford Youth Dance Co.
9
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performed in numerous IMDT productions, will
teach class. This term class will be held every
Tuesday from 7pm-8pm in DanceHouse, term
running from 24 June to 29 July. Booking is
essential – for more info and booking visit
www.irishmoderndancetheatre.com or contact
us at 01 6715113 / imdt@iol.ie.

 Site specific/Outdoor events
 Street spectacle
 Dance film screenings
 Photography/Art Exhibition
For further information and application forms
please contact Sheila Creevey,
Festival Co-ordinator, at info@myriaddance.com
or Tel: 053 9174665

ECHO ECHO DANCE
THEATRE COMPANY
Echo Echo Dance Theatre Company will be
offering an exciting and innovative series of
events in Dance/ Movement in Therapy and
Education, from the 30 May to 21 June.

IRISH MODERN DANCE
THEATRE COMPANY
John Scott has just returned from Palestine
where he and IMDT dancers Aisling Doyle and
Michael Pomero collaborated with 1I Films to
create Dance of the Invasion, directed by Steve
Woods. Dance of the Invasion will be shown in
Meeting House Square, Temple Bar during the
summer months.

The Derry-based company is delighted
to welcome back Fabian Chyle whose Dance
Therapy workshops were a huge success in
2007.
Fabian
trained
as
a
performer/choreographer but later received his
MA in Dance/Movement Therapy and believes
that each person develops a unique way of
movement and physical responses throughout
his or her lifetime.

Following its success at PS 122 last year, the
company returned to New York, this time to
downtown Manhattan and the legendary La
MaMa Experimental Theatre Club, where John
Scott performed a solo piece The Bowing Dance
as part of this year’s La MaMa Moves Dance
Festival, New York.

Dance/movement therapy works with the
individual movement repertoire, in order to
further the well being of the individual.
A participant from last year said: “I have a much
better understanding that there are other ways to
express feelings or experiences. As a
psychotherapist I feel we are limited in that
talking therapy is not the only way.”

A world-renowned cultural organisation
founded by Ellen Stewart, for over 46 years the
La MaMa E.T.C. has passionately pursued its
original mission to develop, nurture, support,
produce and present new and original
performance work by artists of all nations and
cultures.

Adding an extra twist to this year’s event, CoArtistic Director of Echo Echo Ursula Laeubli
introduces her series on Dance/Movement in
Education. Dance and Movement is at the core
of any creative learning process and this has
recently been recognised as an important
element in the curriculum in schools.

Scott’s performance forms part of a programme
within the festival entitled Male Bonding,
featuring John Jasperse, Miguel Guttierez
and Ben Munisteri. Whilst there, Scott will also
perform with renowned choreographer Sara
Rudner; this follows their successful work
together in Ireland with last year’s This Dancing
Life.

This series has been designed to give anyone
who teaches or works with children and young
people the skills to include dance and
movement in their daily work, leading to
greater creativity and concentration which in
turn will inform their learning and
development in all subjects.

Finally, IMDT’s popular beginner modern dance
classes are back for a summer term and we are
delighted that Jonathan Mitchell, who has
10
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CROÍ GLAN INTEGRATED DANCE
Croi Glan Integrated Dance Company will be
performing its first evening length show as part
of the Cork Midsummer Festival ‘08.

Source: S. Young

The performance will be a triple bill of new
dance works choreographed by Jess Curtis
(Berlin), Kim Epifano (San Francisco) and Croí
Glan Artistic Director Tara Brandel, danced by
Rhona Coughlan, Niamh Condron, Chloe De
Buyl-Pisco,
Mary
Nugent,
William
O’Donovan, Julie O’Leary and Tara Brandel.
Contact Weekend session with Steve Batts

Seven dancers, four wheelchairs and a very live
guitarist celebrate commonality, connection
and the innate grace of the human body. The
performance will be at the Firkin Crane on
Friday, 27 June, 8pm (preview) and Saturday, 28
June, 8pm (premiere). Tickets are €12 / €8
conc (Group bookings of ten people €50) and
can be booked by contacting the Cork
Midsummer Festival Box Office at 021 4274077
or online at www.corkfestival.com

Both series take the format of lecture
demonstrations and full day workshops. All
events will be held at Echo Echo’s dance studio
in the Waterside Theatre, Derry.
Finally, a weekend workshop in Contact
Improvisation with Steve Batts will take place
on Saturday, 7 June and Sunday, 8 June, again
at Echo Echo Dance Theatre Company’s Derry
dance studio. The previous workshop, held in
March, was a huge success with a record
turnout of participants from all over Ireland.
Echo Echo didn’t want to leave it too long
before offering another workshop - so here it is!

This performance is supported by an Arts Council
Project Once-Off Award and by the Firkin Crane.
The Firkin Crane is a wheelchair accessible venue.

FEARGHUS Ó CONCHÚIR

The weekend costs just £40/£20 concession
and Echo Echo can help with accommodation if
required. You are encouraged to book early as
this workshop is very popular. Visit
www.echoechodance.com for more information
on all these events or contact Echo Echo on
info@echoechodance.com or +44(0)28 7134 2266
to book your place.

Source: Croi Glan Integrated Dance

This month, I launched a fundraising drive to
make a new work in October. Through the
research my Dublin City Council residency, I am
now looking for 500 people to donate €100
each towards the cost of realising the piece. It’s
not the usual method of funding the creation of
new work, but the piece is ready to be made
and can’t wait for the next appropriate Arts
Council funding round. I feel it’s important to be
proactive and not entirely focused on the
timetable of public subsidy, so I’m asking
people to help me.
Meanwhile, Match has been on international
tour. In Beijing, Matthew Morris and I squeezed
the piece into a long corridor in the Beijing Art
Museum of the Imperial City (the corridor was
bigger than Catapult’s inventive XYZ) and
squeezed our inside thigh muscles together on
a perilously dust-covered open-air stage on
Wanfujing, the city’s main shopping street. We

Tara Brandel, Rhona Coughlan
11
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to ten performers, with pieces being ten
minutes in duration.
Finally, from 1 to 5 July, Catherine will also be
running a week-long training course in
conjunction with the Education Centre Tralee
that aims to introduce school teachers to dance
and help explore how best to teach the dance
curriculum. The ambition of this course is to
demystify dance, build teachers’ confidence in
the subject and sufficiently prepare them to
introduce dance into the classroom. Catherine
firmly believes that if we can cultivate an
appreciation for dance among our youth – and
in our education system – we will not only
contribute to the development of audiences for
contemporary dance, but foster greater
support for the artform in general.

In June, I resume work with Dan Dubowitz on
our public art project for Fingal County Council,
filming in the Martello towers of the county.
See my blog at
www.bodiesandbuildings.blogspot.com.

KERRY DANCE RESIDENCY
Dancer in Residence Catherine Young will
mark the end of her residency with Kerry
County Council at 8pm, 30 May with an evening
of dance at Siamsa Tíre, Tralee. The event will
premier Catherine’s new work Breathe Here Now
along with works by three selected schools
Catherine has worked with during her
residency. This work also features a student of
Catherine’s who has recently been accepted to
the College of Dance in Dublin. The evening will
also showcase new works by guest artists
Tanya McCrory (Galway Dancer in Residence),
who has choreographed a new duo Switching
Channels for the two dancers in residence; Tara
Brandel of Croí Glan Integrated Dance; and
Legitimate Bodies Dance Company.

FIDGET FEET
Fidget Feet return to Junction Festival with
RAW, a new show created in collaboration with
one of Ireland’s most celebrated dance theatre
practitioners, David Bolger.
A new experimental aerial dance piece, RAW
mixes contemporary dance with aerial skills –
using ropes, flying, poles and original music
mixed live by Jym Daly. A show about human
limits and what we find out about ourselves
when we dare to cross boundaries, the story
revolves around five people led by pulsing
music, intoxicating atmospheres and friendly
rivalry to the very edge of what they believe
they are.

With a bill that features both professional
contemporary dance artists and beginner
contemporary dancers from various secondary
schools, Catherine’s intention is to increase
exposure to contemporary dance amongst
audiences that typically would not have access
to such work.

A second production currently in development
– Real Eyes – is a new circus spectacle that will
be the largest outdoor work created in Ireland
by an Irish company. Commissioned by
Donegal County Council and the St Patrick’s
Festival, the show aims to combine traditional
Irish forms of storytelling, dancing and music
with contemporary circus, theatre, aerial dance
and modern music, in so doing fashioning a
work born of both the old and new Ireland –
effectively taking Riverdance one-step higher!

Breathe Here Now will also be performed on 6
June at St. John’s Art Centre Listowel (with
invited artists Nick Bryson and Damian Punch
performing Hanging in There) and on 22 June as
part of Féile na Gréine Midsummer festival at
Tech Amergin, Waterville.
On 27 June Catherine will host Kerry’s first
Mamuska event at St. John’s Art Centre, Listowel
in conjunction with Dance Research Forum
Ireland’s International Conference. Artists still
wishing to participate should contact Catherine
at cath_young@hotmail.com; places are limited

Having successfully completed the initial,
Donegal-centred research phase in May, Fidget
Feet is now awaiting additional funding to
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complete the final two phases, which will lead
to a showcase of the work at the Donegal Bay
and Bluestacks Festival and a première in March
2009 of the finished work in Dublin.
For performance dates and times, see listings.

IRISH YOUTH DANCE FESTIVAL 2008
Date: 5 July
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Pavilion Theatre
Tickets: €16/ €14/ €10

Ponydance

COLLEGE OF DANCE
Students continue to successfully audition for
overseas colleges. Kelly Byrne has been
awarded a full scholarship to Bird College, UK.
Sadbh Lawlor has been accepted by
Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts, UK. Niall
Madden successfully auditioned for London
School of Contemporary Dance and Shauna
O’Reilly has been awarded a place at
Performers College, UK.

On Saturday 5 July, Dublin Youth Dance
Company and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown
County Council present the 8th Irish Youth
Dance Festival under the Artistic Direction
Mariam Ribon. This annual event offers the
opportunity to enjoy performances by national
and international dance companies as well as
talented members of our own youth dance
community. Amongst the participants of this
year’s festival are Debla Danza (Spain), Dublin
Youth Dance Company and CoisCéim’s
Creative Steps. The festival promises to be an
unforgettable evening, and continues to serve
as an important milestone in the artistic
development of those younger members of our
dance community.

During May, Niall Madden performed with
Irish National Youth Ballet in the Pavilion
Theatre, Dun Laoghaire and the Mermaid Arts
Centre, Bray.
Michal Zahora and Solene Weinachter from
Scottish Dance Theatre gave workshops to all
the college students who subsequently
attended the company’s performance at the
Mermaid Arts Centre on 7 May. This continues
our collaboration with Scottish Dance Theatre.

To book your ticket, please visit
www.paviliontheatre.ie.

THE DANCER INSIDE - DANCE
WORKSHOPS FOR ADULTS

Rehearsals are currently underway for the
annual college performances scheduled for 3
to 5 July in the O’Reilly Theatre. Dance 2008
will include exciting original choreography in a
variety of dance styles. This is a wonderful
opportunity to see some of the best young
dance students in Ireland in a fully
professionally staged production. Tickets will
be available each night at the theatre.

Date: June 8
Time: 12 - 5pm
Venue: The Dock, Carrick on Shannon
Fee: €35
Leonie McDonagh will lead the next dance
workshop for adults at The Dock, Carrick on
Shannon. Leonie is the artistic director of
ponydance and choreographer of put your left
leg in, a cocktail of dance, theatre and
choreography which was last presented at
DanceHouse as part of the Re-Presenting Ireland
programme at the Dublin Dance Festival. Leonie
McDonagh has trained at Sallynoggin College in
Dublin and London Contemporary Dance
School. She founded ponydance four years ago.

A final audition will be held in June. Prior
registration is essential as there are very few
places left for this audition.
For further information contact the
College of Dance, Knox Hall, Monkstown Road,
Monkstown, Co. Dublin. Tel/Fax: 01 2304115
Email: admin@collegeofdance.com
Web: collegeofdance.com
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VACANCY –
DANCE ARCHIVE RESEARCHER

Date: Wednesday 2 July 2008
Time: 4:30-6:30pm (registration 4pm)
Venue: DanceHouse

Dance Research Forum Ireland in partnership
with the Library, University of Limerick, the Irish
World Academy of Music and Dance and the
Arts Council invites applications for the
following position:

Offering talented young students the
opportunity to experience full time vocational
dance training in a professional environment,
this dance module gives an insight into the
wider spectrum of dance studies.

Dance Archive Researcher
Fixed Term Contract: 6 months
Reporting to Dr Catherine Foley, Chair, Dance
Research Forum Ireland, the appointee will
undertake a preliminary review study of dance
holdings and multimedia dance materials in
Ireland. This will involve investigating,
researching and reporting on the multimedia
dance materials in existence for the proposed
Dance Archive of Ireland to be housed at the
library, University of Limerick. The appointee
will be required to write an extensive report in
relation to the proposed dance archive which
will indicate the range and location of dance
materials; outline the archive’s financial
viability; and propose an operational structure
towards the next stage of its implementation.

From September 2008, three modules will run
during the school year: 22 September to 19
December; 12 January to 20 March; 20 April to
26 June. Students have the option of attending
for one or two modules or alternatively for their
entire transition year.
A broad curriculum of both practical and
theoretical studies is followed, including ballet,
contemporary, jazz, hip hop, flamenco, musical
theatre, choreography, Pilates, nutrition and
fitness, anatomy, performance psychology and
teaching studies. Students attend class daily
(10am-4.30pm) but are also encouraged to
continue normal after school dance classes.
Classes with Irish and international visiting
guest teachers and company workshops
supplement regular module teachers’ work
with the students.

The successful candidate will have a strong
interest in dance, and archive or library
experience, with experience in collating and
presenting data in a structured manner.
Candidates should hold a primary degree. This
position is funded by the Arts Council.

The TY dance module is supported by Michael
O’Leary, National Transition Year Coordinator.
Entry to the course is by audition; students
must have previous dance experience,
minimum Grade 5/Intermediate Foundation
ballet (RAD or equivalent) or have been trained
to a similar level in another dance discipline.
While the course is aimed at transition year
students, places will be offered to older
applicants who successfully audition.

Salary Scale: €25,000
Further information and all applications to be
forwarded to:
Dr Catherine Foley,
Chair, Dance Research Forum Ireland,
The Irish World Academy of Music and Dance,
University of Limerick, Limerick, Ireland.

For further information, a prospectus and an
application
form
please
visit
www.thegoodeschoolofdance.com or contact us
at info@thegoodeschoolofdance.com or by
telephone at 01 287 2281.

Tel: +353 61 202922, Fax: +353 61 202589,
Email: catherine.e.foley@ul.ie,
Website: www.danceresearchforumireland.org
The closing date for receipt of applications is
Friday, 4 June, 2008.
Applications are welcome from suitably qualified
and experienced female and male candidates.
14
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EVENTS LISTINGS
Date

Event

Location

Kerry Dance Residency Performances (Catherine Young)
6 June, 8pm

Breathe Here Now
Switching Channels
Hanging in there

22 June

Breathe Here Now

St John’s Art Centre, 068 22566

Tech Amergin, 066 9478956

Rex Levitates
14–15 June, 8pm

Unsung

Town Hall, Carlow 0818 205 205

Dance Research Forum Ireland
26-29 June, 8pm

2nd International Conference

IT Tralee, 066 7145600

Mamuska Kerry
27 June, 8pm

Mamuska Kerry

St John’s Art Centre, 068 22566

Croí Glan Integrated Dance
27-28 June, 8pm

Triple Bill – Midsummer Festival

Firkin Crane, 021 4274077

College of Dance
3-5 July, 8pm

Dance 2008

O’ Reilly Theatre, 01 8586644

Annabelle Bonnéry (International Exchange Artist)
4 July, 6pm

Studio sharing

DanceHouse, 01 855 8800

Fidget Feet
4-7 July, 9pm

Raw

Junction Festival, 052 28521

8th Irish Youth Dance Festival
5 July, 7.30pm

(Various)

Pavilion Theatre, 01 231 2929
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DANCE IRELAND CLASSES & MASTERCLASSES @ DANCEHOUSE
3 – 6 June

Elizabeth Corbett

International Guest Residency Ballet

9 – 13 June

Rebecca Walter

Contemporary

16 – 20 June

Deirdre O’Neill

Ballet

23 – 27 June

Eddie Kay

Contemporary

30 June – 4 July

Annabelle Bonnéry

Contemporary

Morning Class Fees:
DI Members: €7 per class
Non-members: €10 per class
Class card available!
Time: 10.00am to 11.30am

Guest Residency Fees:
DI Members: €12
Non-members: €14

For more information: www.danceireland.ie

PROFESSIONAL CLASS AT THE FIRKIN CRANE with Dance Ireland
Every Wednesday

Contemporary

Firkin Crane, Shandon, Cork

Time: 11am to 12.30pm
Fees: DI Members: €7 per class / Non-members: €10 per class
For more information: Firkin Crane @ 021 4507487

PROFESSIONAL CLASS AT SIAMSA TÍRE with Dance Ireland
Every Wednesday

Contemporary

Siamsa Tíre, Tralee, Co. Kerry

Time: 9am to 11am
Fees: DI Members: €5 per class / Non-members: €8 per class
For more information: Catherine Young @ 087 2660012

MAIDEN VOYAGE PROFESSIONAL CLASS with Dance Ireland
Every Thursday

Contemporary

Crescent Arts Centre, Belfast

Time: 10.00am to 11.30am
Fees: DI Members: £4 per class / Non-members: £5 per class
For more information: Maiden Voyage @ 0044 2890 330925

MYRIAD DANCE PROFESSIONAL CLASS with Dance Ireland
Every Wednesday

Yoga

Myriad Dance studio, Wexford

Time: 10.00am to 11.30am
Fees: DI Members: €10 per class / Non-members: €8 per class
For more information: Myriad Dance @ 053 9174665
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