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Dance Ireland is the trading name of the Association of Professional Dancers in Ireland Ltd. Established in 1989, Dance
Ireland is a membership-led organisation, operating on an all-Ireland basis, dedicated to the promotion of professional dance
practice in Ireland. Incorporated in 1992 as a not-for-profit company with limited guarantee, the organisation has evolved
into a national, umbrella resource whose core aims are the promotion of dance as a vibrant artform, the provision of support
and practical resources for professional dance artists through our training and development programmes and advocacy on
dance and choreography issues.
Dance Ireland manages DanceHouse, a purpose-built, state-of-the-art dance rehearsal venue, located in the heart of
Dublin’s north-east inner city. DanceHouse is at the heart of Dance Ireland activities, as well as being a home for professional
dance artists and the wider dance community. Studios are available for hire. In addition to hosting our artistic programme
of professional training and development, performances, exhibitions, special events and a fully equipped artists’ resource
room, DanceHouse offers a range of evening classes to cater to the interests and needs of the general public.
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News
INTRODUCTION
s 2008 draws to a close, we can look back on another eventful year of dance. It has been our great
pleasure at Dance Ireland to continue to grow as an active and innovative resource and service
organisation dedicated to promoting creative engagement and serving the needs of the professional
dance community at local, national and increasingly international levels.

A

While it is only our second full year in DanceHouse, it seems like we have been here forever. For regular users,
we think you will agree, DanceHouse has evolved into a truly welcoming and inclusive dance hub – a working
home for a wide variety of rehearsals, classes, residencies, exhibitions and performances.
The Board of Directors, at a recent ‘away day’, noted that four words sum up the year: growth, consolidation,
membership and partnership.
The growth of our programme, most notably with the Choreographic Services Award, International Associate
Artist Programme, International Exchanges and increase in platforms and showcases has allowed us to create
more opportunities for a variety of new work to be developed and presented. The success of Re-Presenting
Ireland platform, Irish Cream showcase, and numerous showings at DanceHouse bodes well for 09 and is a
testament to the growing vibrancy of the sector.
Just doing what we do and doing it well is the other hallmark of the year. While critical mass is still an issue,
we are nevertheless committed to continuing our comprehensive training and development programme,
including professional morning classes, guest residencies, and workshops both at DanceHouse and nationally.
The members remain central to the organisation and we are committed to fostering innovative and dynamic
models of development that encourages our diverse and growing community of dancers, choreographers,
companies and organisations to explore and realise their potential for creative and professional growth. This
means that we encourage you – our members - to actively engage with us. Let us know what you are thinking.
Partnerships are the means for us to further capitalise on our resources and assist in strategic development of
dance. This year we partnered with the Arts Council, Artlinks, Ballet Ireland, Balkan Irish Arts Forum, Catapult,
Culture Ireland, Dance Base Edinburgh, Dance Resource Base Belfast, Dublin Dance Festival, Dublin City
Council, Firkin Crane, IMDT, La Pacifique Grenoble, Movement Research New York, Myriad Dance, Project, Rex
Levitates, Roscommon/Westmeath Arts Offices, University of Limerick and the dancer in residency
programmes in Birr, Galway and Kerry.
Looking ahead, inside you will find details on a new exhibition currently running at DanceHouse A Thread of
Years; OPEN CALL for Re-Presenting Ireland 2009; information on upcoming dance opportunities and of course
members’ news.
Thank you for your continued support and we wish you and yours a happy, prosperous and dance-filled new
year.
We look forward to working with you all again in 2009… regards,
Brenda, Elisabetta, Glenn, Inga, Kelly, Paul and Siân
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DANCE IRELAND PROGRAMME
This is a showcase opportunity. The programme
dates are Friday 15 and Saturday 16 May, with
repeat performances on Friday 22 and Saturday 23
May. Our aim is to provide an opportunity for
dance makers to present a sample of their current
work, either as work-in-progress, extract or
repertoire, for national and international
presenters and audiences.

CHOREOGRAPHIC WORKSHOP
WITH TED STOFFER
8-9 December
10am – 2pm
Fee: DI members: €30; non-members: €50
STRAPped - building relations between space and
another

Re-Presenting Ireland will take place at
DanceHouse. Due to the technical limitations of a
mixed bill showcase, there are constraints on the
programming and we are only in a position to
present work up to a maximum of 20 minutes,
with limited set-up requirements. Please note
there is no production fund available for this
platform; however an appropriate honorarium will
be offered.

This workshop will introduce the five topics I find
necessary to create profound, paradoxical yet
natural relationships. Space, Tension, Rhythm,
Articulation and Persistence are the topics and we
will examine simple ways to employ these tools for
individual, duo and group improvisations.
I began investigating these five themes four years
ago and have conducted workshops in Japan,
Austria, Greece, Spain, Belgium and Canada. They are
what I used to create my last piece Aphasiadisiac for
Les Ballets C. de la B.

Dance Ireland and Dublin Dance Festival wish to
maintain a ‘light touch’ approach; submissions
should be submitted using the application form

Source: Dance Theatre Ireland

Ted Stoffer formed Aphasia Dance Company in
1998 to create a framework in which to investigate
the language of the human body. He believes in
the observation of the rhythms of breath, thought,
action, reaction and contemplation in the
initiation of ones’ intent allowing universalism in
the individual expression to be revealed. He has
danced with Scapino Ballet Rotterdam, Rambert
Dance Company, Sasha Waltz and various
freelance choreographers. He teaches regularly for
Ultima Vez, Rosas, Charleroi Danses, Sasha Waltz
and various open classes around Europe.

RE-PRESENTING IRELAND
Open Call
Dublin Dance Festival 2009
Following the success of last year’s pilot, Dance
Ireland in partnership with the Dublin Dance
Festival and Culture Ireland, invites submissions
from choreographers (Dance Ireland members) for
Re-Presenting Ireland 2009.

Block Party
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and accompanied by 5 copies of a DVD.
Submissions will be considered by a panel,
comprising Dublin Dance Festival, Dance Ireland
and external national and international peers. The
final selection will be made by the end of January
2009.

fee-paying activities, such as classes or workshops.
Bookings will not be taken over the phone.
Standard rental conditions apply. The fee is €25
for Dance Ireland members (please remember to
bring your membership card) and €50 for nonmembers.

An information sheet and application form is
available to download from Dance Ireland at
www.danceireland.ie. The closing date for
submissions is Friday 19 December 2008 at 5pm;
submissions should be sent to Inga Byrne at
Dance Ireland, DanceHouse, Liberty Corner, Foley
Street, Dublin 1.

A THREAD OF YEARS
An exhibition of Irish Ballet at
DanceHouse running until
23 January 2009
Admission is free

WINGING IT!

Curated by Victoria O’Brien, A Thread of Years
visually recounts the histories of five key ballet
movements that operated in Dublin between
1927 and 1963.

New fee rates:
€25 Dance Ireland members; €50 non-members

The history and artistry of each of the different
movements is conveyed with materials from both
public and private collections. The items chosen
for this exhibition will give the viewer an insight
into the philosophy and creative spirit of each
company, revealing behind each movement and
their productions a rich tapestry of inspiration and
technique.

Since it was introduced in 2007 Winging It! has
proved to be a popular initiative. To date 99 people
have used it a total of 146 times. Our intention was
to have a simple, inexpensive, no-notice studio
hire service for dance practitioners at
DanceHouse.
With effect from Monday 5 January 2009, we are
introducing changes to Winging It! Priority will be
given to Dance Ireland members and the fee will
remain €25. Any remaining studio can be used by
non-members for suitable rehearsal purposes,
subject to the usual conditions, for a fee of €50.

The materials brought together for this exhibition
is the result of research work recently completed
at the Irish World Academy of Music and Dance,
University of Limerick, for a PhD thesis entitled: A
History of Irish Ballet from 1927 to 1963.

Winging It! allows one to drop into DanceHouse
on any given day and hire any unused studio for
that day. It is up to you how long you use the space
– it can be for one hour or it can be for the day. To
avail of Winging It! call into reception with your
payment (cheque or cash only). Hiring will be
done on a first-come, first-served basis and on the
understanding studios will not be used for any

Source: Ros Kavanagh

While Irish ballet history has remained a largely
neglected dimension of artistic life in this country,
this exhibition aims to redress the balance of the
years by providing an introductory understanding
of the various activities of these dance companies
and a greater appreciation for the role that ballet
has played in the development of Irish cultural
activity.

DanceHouse Studio
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COMPANY NEWS

Swan Lake
2 – 18 December
www.ballet-ireland.com
Ballet
Ireland’s
10th
anniversary production of
Swan Lake has been
enjoying stunning success
both at home and in the
Swan Lake
UK. The production played
to a week of packed
houses at the Gaiety Theatre in October and is
currently touring the UK before it returns home to
tour the rest of Ireland in December. Check out full
schedule on www.ballet-ireland.com

Source: Gunther Falusy

BALLET IRELAND

Marking such an important milestone for the
company with such resounding success is a
tremendous boost. Ballet Ireland is looking
forwards to the next ten years with great
confidence. There may be some challenging days
ahead for all when grants are announced in
December; however with an Arts Council now
firmly committed to supporting ballet, the ballet
sector can face the future with renewed vigour.
And in the words of The Sunday Business Post,
Don’t miss it - it will knock the socks off everyone, this
production is stunning and timeless!

DAGHDHA DANCE COMPANY
Presents Mamuska Limerick White Christmas &
Daghdha does Brunch
12 & 13 December
Free admission
John’s Church, John’s Square, Limerick
www.daghdha.ie

Premiered in 2001 and revived for this very special
company birthday, the production was described
then by Carolyn Swift in The Irish Times as a
landmark for Ballet Ireland and for Irish ballet. The
critics have been equally unanimous in their
praise for the production this time around.
Described in The Irish Times by Seona Mac
Reamoinn as a perfectly formed and even
translucent production. Helen Boylan, from The
Sunday Business Post described it as beautifully
choreographed by Gunther Falusy, this Swan Lake
uses every inch of stage and focuses on the wordless
power of ballet, both as an art form and a means of
communicating a tragic tale of love, betrayal and
death. For Michael Moffatt, writing in The Irish Mail
on Sunday, the company has developed into a
tightly disciplined, superbly drilled group, and they
take on the whole range of Tchaikovsky’s wonderful
score with enormous style and grace.

Daghdha invites you to a weekend of festive
activities and performances within the beautiful
surrounds of Daghdha Space, St. John’s Church in
the heart of Limerick. Free of charge and open to
all, Daghdha looks forward to seeing you there!
Mamuska Limerick ‘White Christmas’
December 12 | 8PM | Free admission
Friday 12 December presents the ever popular
Mamuska Limerick* White Christmas so prepare to
experience truly innovative performances
alongside an early ‘white’ Christmas with, snow,
winter fairies, hot whisky, mulled wine, punch and
festive cheer. The format remains the same, for this
legendary event which continues to inspire both
artists and audience with its unique flavour and
format built around informality and a true sense
of artistic experimentation. Bar service is also
available.

The production is currently touring the UK where
it was reviewed by Ursula Kelly in Shrewsbury, who
said: I adore going to the ballet and have been
fortunate enough to see performances by world
class companies, including the Bolshoi, Royal Ballet
and Kirov, and would just as gladly add Ballet Ireland
to my list of favourites as I would these.

* in partnership with Mamuska Nights
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personnel. The role includes managing financial
and human resources, strategic planning, key
negotiations, contracts & communications.

Source: Conor Buckley

The position requires excellent business,
organisational & diplomatic communication skills
as well as fluent computer & IT skills and a proven
track record in arts or event management or its
equivalent. Production experience, knowledge of
dance, theatre, touring, the performing arts &
cultural entrepreneurship are important.
Minimum 5 years’ relevant experience; send CV
and application letter to: recruitmentdti@iol.ie
In other news a new 10-week term of classes starts
at DTI’s Centre for Dance on 26 January 2009. A
wide range of classes are on offer evenings,
weekends and weekdays. Registration is now on;
please contact 01 280 3455 or danceire@iol.ie to
request a registration form/brochure.

The Space

Daghdha does Lunch
December 13 | 11.00AM – 2.00PM |
Free admission
Daghdha Does Brunch on Saturday 13 December
is an idyllic day for all the family, so come and treat
the child in you to the evocative wonder of
traditional Christmas spirit within our beautiful
contemporary setting. Indulge in dance,
performance and delicious brunch along side
Christmas stories, decorations, warming punch
and festive atmosphere. We welcome you out of
the cold for culture, coffee and conversation.

DTI is also offering morning professional company
class, Monday to Friday, which is open to all
professional dancers. The Centre for Dance also
houses Dublin Youth Dance Company, a
professionally directed dance group for young
people who seek involvement in choreography,
rehearsals and performances.

DUBLIN DANCE THEATRE

For further details and /or applications for
performances:

Confident female dancer wanted
info@dublindancetheatre.com

Curator: Angie Smalis angie@daghdha.ie /
mail@daghdha.ie on 061 467872.

Dublin Dance Theatre has been busy over the past
couple of weeks with a variety of commercial
dance shows around Dublin. We are still looking
for a confident female dancer based in Ireland
and experienced in at least three dance styles for
two commercial dance shows this month. Thank
you for the huge response to our previous advert

Daghdha’s Two Books:
Book of Recommendations – Choreography as an
Aesthetics of Change – €5.99
Framemakers – Choreography as an Aesthetics of
Change – €24.99
Now available to buy: please contact
mail@daghdha.ie for further details.

Women at War

DANCE THEATRE OF IRELAND
Source: Dublin Dance Theatre

General Manager Required
www.dancetheatreireland.com
This is a dynamic position with one of Ireland’s
leading arts organisations, involving the overall
management of Dance Theatre of Ireland, its
productions & tours – nationally and
internationally – its educational programmes and
Centre for Dance studio facilities, finances &
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Further information on Firkin Crane and
information and guidelines on Blank Canvas can
be found on our new website.
Due to the open nature of Blank Canvas you may
want to speak with us, to do so please contact
Jane Kellaghan (contact details above) who will be
happy to discuss the programme with you.
Deadline for receipt of applications: 10 December
2008.

Dublin Dance Theatre is a brand new Dublin
based company with an interest in making all
types of performance using dance. The object is
to have fun, play, make art and be creative. Dublin
Dance Theatre is always interested in hearing from
original musicians, film-makers, photographers,
writers, directors, choreographers; make up
artists, fashion designers, architects...we look
forward to hearing from you.

ELENA GIANNOTTI
Movement Research Festival
New York
1-14 December
www.movementresearch.org
After two years of free-lance work with Daghdha
Dance Company, dance artist Elena Giannotti is
now focusing on the development of
independent dance projects and wishes to
express her openness to explore new ideas and
collaborations in dance and film.

FIRKIN CRANE
Blank Canvas 2009 - Call for Applications
Jane Kellaghan (021) 45074 87
jane@firkincrane.ie
www.firkincrane.ie

This month Elena has been invited to participate
at the prestigious Movement Research Fall Festival
in New York. Besides participating to the
programmed events and workshops, she will
perform at Danspace Project, 11-13 Dec. at
8.30pm, improvising with great dance artists such
as Ray Chung, Judith Sanchez, Vera Mantero, DD
Dorvillier, Polly Motley and Jennifer Monson and
musicians like Zeena Parkin and David Watson.

The Firkin Crane, one of the focal points for dance
in Ireland, announces its first annual call for
applications for its new residency programme
titled Blank Canvas.
Blank canvas encapsulates the essence of what
the Firkin Crane aims to achieve through its
residency programme. It provides for a visiting
artist/company, through an application process, to
work and stay with the Firkin Crane. It also
provides dance artist(s) with the opportunity to
explore their creative work processes, in ways
which suit their needs and creativity, for example
a residency exploring an idea through an initial
research phase or a residency which has a specific
outcome in mind.

Elena is generously supported by Culture Ireland
to join this annual two-part festival that explores
contemporary
dance
forms
through
performances, classes, workshops, contact jams,
multimedia installations and discursive formats.
The Fall Festival focuses on improvisation,
combining multiple evenings of shared
performances by acclaimed experimentalists,
highlighting and juxtaposing their varied
investigations into the artistic currents of the
form.

Within the programme Blank Canvas four of the
chosen applicants will be invited to participate in
what we will designate as Framed Residencies. A
Framed Residency will be of fixed duration and
with pre-determined outcomes and may provide
some financially based support. Of the four
Framed Residencies two will be with Irish based
dance artists and two will be international. One of
the four will culminate in a fully finished
production.

FEARGHUS Ó CONCHÚIR
Review by Fearghus Ó Conchúir
www.bodiesandbuildings.blogspot.com
Thanks to the work and support of a lot of people,
we premiered Niche in Project Arts Centre last
month and I am proud of the result. We didn’t

The selection process for all Firkin Crane
residencies will be panel based.
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talking at the Arts Council’s conference about the
use of the internet and new media.

Source: Jonathan Mitchell

Next month, I start work on Casadh Arís,
collaboration with the composer Rachel Holstead
that’s being rehearsed in the Ionad Cultúrtha in
Baile Bhúirne. I will be dancing with Ríonach Ní
Néill and we premiere on the 16 January in the
Ionad Cultúrtha, before performing in my home
area of An Rinn 18 January and in An Daingean on
the 20 January.

LEGITIMATE BODIES DANCE COMPANY
IF ONLY Festival
Wednesday 10 December
Friday 12 December
1:30pm & 8pm
Birr Theatre and Arts Centre
Phone 057 9122911
legitimatebodies@gmail.com

Niches

have great houses and I’m disappointed about
that, particularly for the performers who deserved
a big audience for their work, but many of the
people who did come responded sensitively and
deeply. The Irish Times called the work thoughtful
and robust which I think is a good description of
the gutsy physicality and the intelligent
performances in the work.

After the success of the second edition of D-Day,
which brought together dance professionals and
students from Limerick, Dublin, Longford and
Waterford under the expert guidance of tutors
Elena Giannotti, Tanya McCrory and Nick Bryson,
Legitimate Bodies Dance Company is looking
ahead to the IF ONLY Festival. If Only (International
Festival of a Necessarily Lonely You) is the first
festival in Ireland specialising in solo dance
performance. After an open submission process
the company is delighted to host a quality line up

After the opening in Project Arts Centre, I had to
take one of the roles for our second week
performing at Mermaid and in the Capital Nights
Festival in Liverpool (in a double bill with Ríonach
Ní Néill. With work from Legitimate Bodies and Rex
Levitates in the festival too, there were mutterings
about an invasion of the Irish – a postcolonial
anxiety I guess). The early morning flights back
and forth to Liverpool were hard work but it’s
great to have an opportunity to show work
internationally. At the end of the festival, I spoke at
a seminar on making work abroad, referring in
particular to the work I’m developing in China.

Source: Maria Falconer

November
started
internationally
with
performances in Vitoria and Bilbao, in the Basque
country. Organised by Mikel Arisegui who danced
in Niche, I presented Match and the Cosán Dearg
solo alongside a solo and a duet from Mikel.
Matthew Morris was the third dancer in this
evening of men dancing. We are all very close to 40
and I think that gives a particular quality to the
programme, one that seemed to be appreciated. It
was interesting to discover that there are many
opportunities to earn money performing in the
Basque country (with smaller pieces) but there
isn’t much money for creating work there.
Nick Bryson & Damian Punch

On the 25 November, I was part of a panel of artists

9

December 2008 Newsletter Revised:January 2008 Newsletter.qxd

20/11/2008

16:10

Page 10

of performers, which were selected by an
appointed panel. The performers are Anna Bussey
(Canada), Daniele Albenese (Italy), Deirdre Murphy
(Ireland), Giorgia Minisini (Italy/NY), and Julie
Lockett (Ireland).
HANGING IN THERE
Saturday 13 December
Dance House Lemesos
Limassol, Cyprus

Source: Fiona McCann

In the meantime the company’s international
profile is growing stronger and stronger with Nick
Bryson and Damian Punch travelling to Dance
House Lemesos in Limassol, Cyprus, to perform the
duet Hanging in There in an international evening
of comedic dancing Seriously Fun Dance on
Saturday 13 December.

REX LEVITATES
Research and Development
www.rexlevitates.com
The company has just returned from the Capital
Nights Festival/Liverpool 08 where we were
performing Shared Material on Dying at the
prestigious Liverpool Playhouse. This follows
performances of the same work at The South Bank
Centre, London for the DancEUnion Festival and a
studio performance at Dancebase Edinburgh
during the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.

Grant McLay

January 5 2009. This residency is made possible
with the support of Dance Ireland in conjunction
with Movement Research New York.
Liz will be teaching Dance Ireland’s morning
contemporary class at Dance House from January
26 – 30.

Liz is delighted to have been included in the
Ballettanz Yearbook 2008 Article In Der VIP-Lounge
Tanzer, Choregrafen, Macher – Die Hoffentlich Die
Zukunft Des Tanzes Bewegen.

THE ACADEMY & AGENCY OF
PERFORMING ARTS
Annie
10 – 18 January 2009
Evening Shows 7pm
Matinee Shows 2pm (10/11, 17/18)
Tickets: Adults €18/Children €15
046 9092300
www.solsticeartscentre.com

Over the next three months Rex Levitates is
embarking on a period of research and
development. Through a series of exciting projects
artistic director/choreographer Liz Roche and
associate artist Katherine O’Malley began a five
week research process at DanceHouse in
November. They will be joined this December by
dancer Ashley Chen and will present a studio
showing on December 18 at DanceHouse at 5pm.
All are welcome.

The Academy & Agency of Performing Arts is
delighted to present Annie the Musical. The heart
warming rags-to-riches musical follows Annie’s
escape from Miss Hannigan’s orphanage in a quest
to find her parents, to her eventual salvation by
billionaire Oliver Warbucks. Annie will delight
audiences of all ages; featuring hits like Tomorrow
and It’s a Hard Knock Life this is a show for all the
family.

From December 26 – January 5 Liz and Katherine
will begin a 10 day residency at Movement
Research New York working with Jodi Melnick and
Juliette Mapp. During this time Liz is developing
ideas for a new work and the work-in-progress will
be performed at Judson Church New York on
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OTHER NEWS
ABBEY THEATRE

AIRES FLAMENCOS

American Voices: Liz Lerman
Monday 8 December
Abbey Theatre
6.15pm
Admission free
Booking: 01 878 7222
www.abbeytheatre.ie

Review 2008
www.flamencoireland.com
flamencofire@eircom.net
The year kicked off with a bang as Aires Flamencos
were given the honour of opening the first
birthday celebrations of DanceHouse on 04
January. The establishment of a dedicated dance
facility in the centre of town has been as
important to Flamenco in Ireland as it has to any
other dance form. I will be eternally grateful for the
ongoing support of the fabulous people
especially John Gallagher, at Carman’s Hall, Frances
Street Studios, but DanceHouse has given
Flamenco the focus and platform it needed to
become more widely known and appreciated. As
the old saying goes, we must always be careful
what we wish for, little did we know how quickly a
taste for Flamenco would spread throughout
Ireland – nor did we appreciate just how busy we
would be!

US choreographer Liz Lerman returns to
participate in a public talk at the Abbey Theatre on
her work and approach, covering such topics as:
Who gets to dance? What are we dancing about?
Where is it happening and why does it matter?
Admission is free, but booking required.
Presented in association with Bealtaine, Dublin
Dance Festival and Create, Lerman is also
undertaking a workshop based on her Critical
Response Process. For further information, contact
Dominic Campbell on 01 805 7709 or email:
bealtaine@mie.ie
Liz’s inspirational work in reshaping ideas about
creativity and organisation has been hailed by
both arts and business sectors in the United
States. Her critical response process is a method
for getting useful feedback on anything you make,
from dance to dessert, through facilitated
dialogue between the creator and a group of
responders. This workshop offers a discussion of
key concepts for critique, and a chance to
experience the process in action.

Flamenco in Ireland is not just about Aires
Flamencos of course, but our year was, I think,
indicative of how a little bit of Spain has taken root
here. The ever increasing number of classes, the
diversity and frequency of specialist workshops,
the many and varied requests for performances of
all kinds: all speak to Flamenco’s growing
popularity. Of course, Flamenco hasn’t just arrived
on these shores: Esperanza Linares and Ana
Castellanos are two prominent names who
achieved much during the early years. But it is fair
to say that 2008 has been a special year of
progress.

Source: Alf Harvey

Liz Lerman Dance Exchange Programme

Particular mention must be made of the
performance we did in the RDS – in front of His
Excellency the Spanish Ambassador no less;
dancing in Vicar Street as part of the Chinese
community’s Autumn Festival reflected another
aspect of Ireland’s new diversity; our regular
appearance in the St Patrick’s Festival was another
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you the opportunity to put new ideas into practice
at a developmental stage, in an informal
environment.

And to finish the year we hosted Ireland’s
Inaugural Flamenco Festival. What a journey that
was! We couldn’t have done this without the
support and encouragement of the Instituto
Cervantes and the Spanish Embassy in Ireland. The
Festival took in fun, parties, professional
performances and workshops hosted by Maria La
Seranna, someone who is now well known in
Ireland. None of this could have happened
without the support army of friends who labour
away in the background – as well as performing –
doing all the hard work. You know who you are –
my love and thanks.

Project Brand New is about innovation,
experimentation, and work that strive towards the
new. In March 2008, 13 pieces across many art
forms were shown as part of Project Brand New
sell-out debut season. In July, we moved upstairs
where 12 pieces played to full houses over three
nights. We are now delighted to present the next
season of Project Brand New in January 2009, in
Project Space Upstairs and we’re dying to know
what you will make.
Here’s how it works:
Over three nights, 15, 16 and 17 January, Project
Space Upstairs will play host to 8-12 new works
made by you. These works can be up to twenty
minutes long. You can make whatever you like. You
can use a video projector, a playback sound
system and anything else you can get in and out
of the space in a ten-minute turn around.

BALLET CHANCERS
A Christmas Ballet Spectacular
01 December @ 8pm
Tickets €27
Helix Theatre
www.thehelix.ie

If you are interested, all you have to do is submit
your ideas to us. We ask for a brief description of
your idea and where you would like to take it, in no
more than 500 words and a biography detailing
your previous work as an artist. If you are
submitting a new play or musical text, it is helpful,
though not essential, for us to read a draft of what
you intend to present (max 15 pages of any text, or
8 if the piece is a monologue). If you intend to
present is part of a longer script, just send us the
section you will be working on and a synopsis of
the full text. Once we have selected the successful
submissions for Project Brand New, we will work
with you to assist you in bringing your ideas to
fruition… You’ll have over 4 weeks to rehearse and
execute your idea. Project Brand New is a not-forprofit venture, where all the participants’ time and
resources, including Project Arts Centre, are being
offered free of charge. We do not have any
additional budget for props or equipment.

Monica Loughman, Ireland’s most famous
ballerina, is taking on the challenge of a lifetime: to
turn six Irish hip-hop dancers into ballet stars.
This new six-part series, Ballet Chancers, started on
RTÉ One on Sunday 16 November at 7.30 pm. It
will follow the progress of Monica’s protégés over
four months of rigorous training before they take
their places on stage with Monica and her
company, The Irish Youth Russian Ballet Company,
to perform The Nutcracker Suite in the Helix in
Dublin.
If you would like to be a part of Ballet Chancers
(the show will be filmed as part of the series for
RTE One) and see the dancers perform live as part
of A Christmas Ballet Spectacular in the Mahoney
Hall in the Helix then check out www.thehelix.ie or
call 01 7007000.

PROJECT ARTS CENTRE

Please submit your application by 5pm on Friday 5
December to projectbrandnew@gmail.com.
Please only send .doc, .pdf or .rtf files. Remember
to include a contact phone number!

Project Brand New…What will you make?
Deadline: 05 December 08
projectbrandnew@gmail.com
Project Brand New is an initiative which exists to
provide a framework for theatre, dance, music and
live art practitioners to develop new work for the
stage outside the traditional production model.
Together with Project Arts Centre we are offering

www.danceireland.ie
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SCREENDANCE
Call for Submissions
18 April – 9 May 2009
The Park Gallery, Falkirk
Anna Ramsay:(01324) 503795
anna.ramsay@falkirk.gov.uk

Source: Jean Christophe Boclé

Open call for screen based dance works to be
exhibited as part of ScreenDance, a gallery
exhibition showcasing innovative digital works
using dance as the primary expressive device.
Applications from all digital formats are welcome;
this includes single screen, multi screen,
interactive and installation. Submissions are
welcome from filmmakers, digital artists,
choreographers and dancers.
If you would like to apply please send a short
description of the work (200 words max) plus
technical requirements/specifications. Please also
send two high quality images from the work plus
a viewing copy on DVD.

Ektos Glissement

covered in volumes of research. He charted the
history of dance notation from the courts of Louis
Quatorze to the present. The dancer, Victor Duclos,
demonstrated through the performance of several
pieces including modern classics, Nijinsky’s L’aprés
Midi d’une Faune and Kurt Jooss’ The Green Table.
Illustrations were projected on the studio wall to
further illustrate the talk. In a talk on dance
notation the faultless technique of the dancer
allowed clear observation of the choreography.
The profiled shapes of Nijinsky’s body, which I
know only through the still image, were returned
to motion after a process of diary research and
consultation with people who had some contact
with that time.

If the work is performance or installation based
please send examples of documentation as image
or DVD.
Applications should be sent to: Anna Ramsay
(Arts Development Officer), Callendar House,
Callendar Park, Falkirk, FK1 1YR.
Deadline: 17 December 2008.

SPEAK, CREATE, DANCE
(PARLER, CRÉER, DANSER)
by Jean Christophe Boclé

The simple environment and attire worn by
Duclos gave the talk/performance an interesting
energy. As the context was not theatrical there
was a certain detachment from the narrative and
associated emotion of each dance. I could both
enter into an enjoyment of Duclos’ dance and also
consider objectively the history being described.

(Presented by IMDT in association with Dance
Ireland with ARCADI and EKTOS)
Reviewed by Fergus Byrne
DanceHouse 24 October
We stood up and stretched and said that it was
long. It was, relatively speaking, in a culture where
a talk lasts about forty minutes. Such conditioning
began in school when the bell rang to mark the
end of class. Jean-Christophe Boclé’s words were
delivered on this occasion in English. The reading
was thus slightly slower. This handicap reminded
me that my attentiveness is based on a
preconception of an event.

I was reminded of choreographer Thomas
Lehmen’s stated desire to leave no mystery on
stage, to inform the audience on everything that
occurs (I recall Thomas Lehmen saying this in a talk
after the performance of his solo Distanzlos
during the International Dance Festival May 2004).
Boclé talked us through each dance, telling us
what we were about to see. He departed his chair
to demonstrate Laban notation using notated
cards and performed the prescribed steps. The
physical description of sagittal, horizontal and

The talk was a considered and thorough
presentation on dance notation.
Boclé read from a notebook sat beside a table
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vertical planes fed into my reading of phrases
performed. Each work had a clear rationale yet as
the event continued the presence of a wonderful
dancer became ever more apparent. He remained
though, subordinate to the task at hand – to speak
of dance notation. The produced a wonderful
tension between the word and physical
expressivity.
Source: Youth Ballet West

THEATRE METHODS 09
International Festival-Fair
Between Tradition and Contemporaneity
July 6-12, 2009
Bovec, Slovenia
www.iugte.com
Theatre Methods (TM) is the annual professional
festival-fair dedicated to the Bridge between
Tradition and Contemporaneity in performing
arts. The festival is an opportunity to demonstrate
methods of training in traditional theatre and to
present contemporary works created as the result
of traditional theatre training techniques.

Youth Ballet West

YOUTH BALLET WEST
Nutcracker Suite and Divertissements
Town Hall Theatre, Galway
14 December
3pm & 8pm
Booking: 091 569777
www.youthballetwest.ie

At the moment THEATRE METHODS 09 has been
accepting presentation proposals.

2008 is the company’s second Christmas
performance and is a mixed programme
incorporating Ballet Egyptian, Intersect... the map,
and the Nutcracker Suite. Ballet Egyptian will be
re-choreographed to Luigini’s score by Leighton
Morrison (ex English National Ballet). Inter sect...
the map is a new neo-classical piece by Galway
Dancer in Residence, Tanya McCrory, which
explores the routes and pathways we take each
day, how they overlap, and where they lead us
both physically and emotionally. The seasonal
favourite, The Nutcracker Suite will be staged by
Chrysalis Dance Artistic Director Judith Sibley. The
programme will also showcase new works
choreographed by the members themselves.

The festival is aimed at new international contacts,
creative exchange and communication. TM does
not imply opportunity of a one-day tour.
Important condition of TM is that performers and
theatres presenting works at the festival
participate in the whole programme from the first
to the last day – attending other festival events,
workshops, performances, etc.
If you wish to present your work at TM09, check
out: www.iugte.com

IRISH MOVES
Deirdre Mulrooney at deir@indigo.ie
Want to brush up on your history of dance and
physical theatre in Ireland, or maybe to buy an
early Christmas present? Beautifully produced,
featuring many rare and striking images, Irish
Moves is a meticulously researched volume which
showcases, and in some cases salvages – the
stories
of
Ireland’s
unsung
dancers,
choreographers, actors and directors. A limited
number of copies of Irish Moves are available for
the reduced price of €17 (normally €24.95)
directly from the author.

Youth Ballet West is made up of 23 dancers from
Galway, Limerick and Longford, who were selected
at audition and have attained intermediate level
ballet with the RAD. Membership of YBW is free as
we are delighted to have gained support from
Galway County Council and the Arts Council. We
are a non-profit making organisation offering
young dancers in the west of Ireland the
opportunity to perform, while they continue to
train with their own teachers. For further
information visit our website.
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EVENTS LISTINGS
Date

Event

Location

Ballet Ireland
02 – 18 Dec

Swan Lake

Touring – Check website for details
(046) 955 7585
www.ballet-ireland.com

10 & 12 Dec

I.F.O.N.L.Y

Birr Theatre & Arts Centre, (057) 9122911
www.birrtheatre.com

13 Dec

Hang in There

Dance House Lemesos, Limassol, Cyprus
www.dancehouselemesos.com

18 Dec

Studio Showing

Legitimate Bodies

Rex Levitates
DanceHouse, (01) 855 8800
www.danceireland.ie

The Academy & Agency of Performing Arts
10 – 18 Dec

Annie

Solstice Arts Centre
www.solsticeartscentre.com

14 Dec

Nutcracker Suite and Divertissements Town Hall Theatre Galway, (091) 569777
www.townhalltheatregalway.com

12 Dec

Mamuska Limerick White Christmas

Daghdha Space,
St. John’s Church, Limerick (061) 467872
www.daghdha.ie

13 Dec

Daghdha Does Brunch

Daghdha Space,
St. John’s Church, Limerick (061) 467872
www.daghdha.ie

08 Dec

American Voices: Liz Lerman

01 – 14 Dec

Elena Giannotti

26 – 05 Jan

Liz Roche & Katherine O’Malley

01 Dec

A Christmas Ballet spectacular

05, 06, 12 & 13 Dec

The Nutcracker

Youth Ballet West

Daghdha Dance Company

Abbey Theatre
Abbey Theatre (01) 878 7222
www.abbeytheatre.ie

Movement Research Fall Festival
Movement Research, Old Chelsea Station,
New York, NY 10113
(212) 598-0551
www.movementresearch.org

Ballet Chancers
Helix Theatre, (01) 700 7000
www.helix.ie

INYB
O’Reilly Theatre, (01) 858 6644
www.oreillytheatre.com
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DANCE IRELAND CLASSES, WORKSHOPS & RESIDENCIES @ DANCEHOUSE
01 - 05 December

Stephen Brennan

Ballet

08 - 09 December

Ted Stoffer

Choreographic Workshop

Class Fees:
DI Members: €7 per class;
Non-members: €10 per class.
Class card available!
Time: 10.00am to 11.30am
Choreographic Workshop Fee:
DI Members: €30
Non-members: €50 per class.
For more information: www.danceireland.ie – Concession rates applies to DI members

PROFESSIONAL CLASS AT THE FIRKIN CRANE with Dance Ireland
Every Wednesday

Contemporary

Firkin Crane, Shandon, Cork

Time: 11am to 12.30pm
Fees: DI Members: €7 per class / Non-members: €10 per class
For more information: Firkin Crane @ 021 450 7487

PROFESSIONAL CLASS AT SIAMSA TÍRE with Dance Ireland
Every Wednesday

Contemporary

Siamsa Tíre, Tralee, Co. Kerry

Time: 9am to 11am
Fees: DI Members: €5 per class / Non-members: €8 per class
For more information: Catherine Young @ 087 266 0012

MAIDEN VOYAGE PROFESSIONAL CLASS with Dance Ireland
Every Wednesday

Contemporary

Dance Resource Base Studio,
35 Donegall Street, Belfast

Time: 6.30pm to 8pm
Fees: DI Members: £4 per class / Non-members: £5 per class
For more information: Maiden Voyage @ 0044 2890 330925

MYRIAD DANCE PROFESSIONAL CLASS with Dance Ireland
Every Wednesday

Contemporary

Myriad Dance Studio, Wexford

Time: 10am to 11.30am
Fees: DI Members: €8 per class / Non-members: €10 per class
For more information: Myriad Dance @ 053 9174 665
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